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Agritourism

 Any activity carried out on a farm or ranch that

allows members of the general public, for

recreational, entertainment, or educational

purposes, to view or enjoy rural activities,

including farming, wineries, ranching, historical,

cultural, harvest-your-own activities, or natural

activities and attractions. An activity is an

agritourism activity whether or not the participant

paid to participate in the activity.”

(Code of Virginia 3.2-6400)



Agritourism
 Agritourism is any commercial enterprise that

combines agriculture and tourism on a working
farm, ranch, or other agribusiness operation.

 Also referred to as “entertainment farming” or
“agritainment,” agritourism is a means of
diversifying the farm and adding value (i.e. the
farm experience) to products already produced
on the farm. This is a hospitality business that
requires strong public relations skills. It also
necessitates the cooperation of the entire farm
family and a willingness to take risks.



Agritourism Definitions



Agritourism Activities

Accommodations 

 Bed and breakfast 

 Farm vacations 

 Guest/dude ranch 

 Retreat centers

Outdoor recreation

Bird-watching 

Bonfires 

Camping

Fee fishing/hunting 

Horseback riding

Picnic grounds 

Scenic/nature trails 

Wagon/sleigh/hay rides

Educational/Entertainment

 Agricultural tours 

 Barn dances

 Cook-offs/baking contests

 Concerts/musical events

 Cultural/heritage tours

 Exotic/domestic animals 

 Farm demonstrations

 Festivals 

 Historical re-enactments 

 Holiday events (e.g. Christmas, 
Halloween)

 Host special occasion events (e.g. 
weddings)

 Horse farm tours

 Mazes 

 Petting zoos 

 Winery/distillery tours/events/wine-
tasting



Fiji - Agriculture Status

 The number of farms in 2009 is 32% less when
compared with the 95,400 farms from the 1991
Census.

 The average size per farm has declined to 3.9
hectares from 6.2 hectares in 1991.

 In the 2009 Census results the size of the farm
has been distributed into 8 major categories
ranging from sizes of less than a hectare to 100
hectares and over.

 The biggest decline in the number of farms was in
farm sizes of less than 1 hectare and of 100
hectares or more.



Farm Sizes and Usage



Farm types in Fiji 



Household income dependence on 

Farming



Need for Agritourism
 Agriculture, including sugar, non sugar, livestock and

subsistence farming, remains vital due to its contribution to
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) and to the development of the
economy. It provides food and livelihood security, promotes
community development in rural areas, generates income for
approximately 65 percent of the total population, and earns
foreign exchange for the country.

 Over the past decade, the contribution of the agriculture sector to
GDP (FIBOS) has decreased marginally from 12.3 percent in
2001 to 10.5 percent in 2008 and further declined to 9.5 percent
in 2009.

 Average GDP 8.1% from 2009-2014

 The decline in the performance of the agriculture sector is a
result of a combination of factors, such as vulnerability to natural
disasters, minimal private investment into the sector, inadequate
infrastructure, marketing deficiencies, and soaring production
cost due to high inputs costs.



Need for Agritourism

 India Malegaon

25% increase in Farmers income in just one 

year, 2005

 Italy: Gallo Rosso

233% growth form 1999 to 2007

 U.S. Farms:

$955 million additional income in  just one year 

20041. 

http://www.travelbizmonitor.com/ArticleDetails.aspx?aid=2654&sid=18&sname=Cover

story

2. 

http://www.tourismfutures.com.au/Publications/2009Presentations/Porcaro%20Pauline



Need for Agritourism (Tourism 

Indicator)



Economically Sound – Multiplier 

Effect

Govt. Fund 
Agritourism 
Operator

Operator spends 
locally 

Operator charges 
guest

Operator pays 
taxes

Govt. takes taxes 
from 

operator/business 
&  doesn’t need to 
support operator Local business 

spends and 

pays tax



Policy Alignment



Policy Framework Scope



Policy Setting - Proposal

Agritourism Policy

Statutory

Marketing

Incentive

Operational



Policy Proposal

 Initially cover running farms (less than equal to 5 

Hectares)

 Cover Mixed Farm Type

 Stringent Quality and Control Measures

 Farm and Non-Farm activity (classification and 

limit)

 25% product utilization from the farm

 Capacity Building (Agriculture-Tourism & 

Hospitality – Marketing – Accountancy)





Statutory Policy

 Registering the businesses under Agritourism

 Landholding and current land use

 Rezoning or change of land use

 Minimum Size of Farm

 Raw Material Utilization

 Design, construction & number of 

Accommodation & Facilities

 Permit and Fees

 Single Window Clearance 



Single Window Clearance Proposal



Existing Acts  - Single Window
 LAND USE DECREE 2010

 AGRICULTURAL LANDLORD AND TENANT ACT [CAP 270]

 BUSINESS LICENSING ACT (CAP. 204)

 DAIRIES ACT (CAP 118)

 FOOD SAFETY REGULATIONS 2009 ((NO. 10 OF 2003)

 HOTEL AND GUEST HOUSES ACT [CAP 195] (ACT NO. 27 OF 
1973)

 SUBDIVISION OF LAND ACT [CAP 140]

 DRAINAGE ACT [CAP 143]

 ELECTRICITY ACT (CAP. 180)

 LIQUOR ACT 2006

 MEAT INDUSTRY ACT (CAP. 237)

 INCOME TAXT ACT [CAP 201] 

 VALUE ADDED TAX DECREE 1991

 WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION ACT(CAP. 94)



Operations Policy (Quality and Control)

 Farm and Non –Farm activity (Classification)

 Standardization and grading of facilities 

(Classification code)

 Number and duration of events (Limit)

 Maximum number of attendance

 Lights, Signage, Noise, Hygiene and Sanitation, 

Waste Management, Food Preparation, Parking 

and traffic management, Liquor holding and 

servicing serving

 Security

 Liability and Insurance 



Marketing Policy

 Only Registered businesses

 A positive and consistent image

 Safety and security



Incentive Policy
 Simple and hassle free registration

 Depending on the Family dependence on Farm 
Income

 Depending on the years of land holding and 
utilization

 Depending on the area of land holding

 Accessibility of place

 Policy Inclusion:
 Monetary

 Publicity

 Social Infrastructure/Non-institutional infrastructure 

 Capacity Building



Thank You


