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Outline • COVID-19 in the Pacific

• Vaccine update

• Challenges so far

• Considerations for the future

3



Affiliations & Declaration of Interests

4

• Deployed/ consult with the World 

Health Organization & Global Outbreak 

Alert and Response Network (GOARN)

• Consult with Jhpiego (a John Hopkins 

Affiliate)

• Member of the Australian Regional 

Immunisation Alliance

• Presenting in personal capacity



Global cases
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Preparedness & response pillars
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Key challenges/ risk assessment, February 2020

• Risk of importation

• Risk of transmission

• Health system capacity to respond

• Testing

• Contact tracing

• Isolation and quarantine

• Hospital systems

• Workforce

• Vaccine roll-out
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COVID-19 Preparedness in Pacific Island Countries
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COVID-19 in the Pacific, 22 September 2021

Pacific dashboard: https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/covid-19/covid-19-in-the-pacific
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COVID-19 in Papua New Guinea, 12 September 2021
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Barriers and enablers experienced by health care workers for testing of 
COVID-19

Smaghi et al, 2021 Barriers and enablers experienced by health care workers in swabbing for COVID-19 in Papua New Guinea, International Journal of Infectious 

Diseases

COVID-19 training for PNGDF, June 2020

PC: WHO Country Office, Papua New Guinea



• Border control works

• Mask use is possible

• Health systems can be overwhelmed
• Workforce

• Surveillance and testing

• Contact tracing and quarantine
• Multi-generational households

• Public health and social measures
• Lockdown vs targeted approach

• When and how to ease the restrictions

• Social & well-being support
12

Strategies for prevention & control of COVID-19 in the context 
of Pacific 

PC: Mary Kaevakore, Papua New Guinea
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COVID-19 vaccine introduction, faster than ever before

Source: WHO ECHO sessions, NDVPs, February 2021
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COVID-19 vaccine roll out, 21 September 2021
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% first dose % fully vaccinated
*eligible age of vaccination may vary

SPC COVID-19:https://www.spc.int/updates/blog/2021/09/covid-19-pacific-community-updates

- Date and vaccine type

varies by country.

- Proportions not based

on eligible age cohort



• Delayed start as part of the COVAX deliveries (April vs Feb) – 66 days between first HIC and LMIC 

(Ghana)

• Logistical considerations: greater proportion shipped and expanded regional dose sharing from Australia 

and New Zealand; to maximise access from logistics of dispersed small island countries (compared with 

Africa/ Asia – 3% HCWs)

• An opportunity to vaccinate in the absence of disease

• Community engagement: vaccine uptake, hesitancy and mis-information

• Progress monitoring: coverage and vaccine safety surveillance

• Lessons learnt from the recent measles outbreak
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COVID-19 vaccine roll-out in the Pacific
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Emerging issues around policy & regulation

Breakthrough disease, 
boosters

What is the 
implication of 
breakthrough 
infections on severe 
outcome, long 
COVID19
Who needs a booster 
and when 
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• Public health response is complex and requires sub-regional, country-specific, multi-

sectoral approach: agility across policy and implementation will be critical

• Vaccinate rapidly to ensure reduced morbidity and mortality

• Prepare for importation of COVID-19 in countries (endemicity), Delta strain likely to arrive 

in most countries

• Contact tracing and quarantine in vaccinated populations

• Booster doses and paediatric doses

• Vaccine registration and recall for additional doses

• Protecting the health system, and plan for interruption of routine immunisation and health 

services

• Scale-up in the context of plateauing uptake; accounting for misinformation – community 

engagement

• Learn and document lessons from the roll-out of COVID19 vaccines for integration, 

strengthen the health system
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Where to from here?



• COVID-19 vaccines work but their inclusion into public health response 

measures requires creative solutions to ensure accelerated and 

equitable delivery

• Non-pharmaceutical interventions will be an integral part of response to 

COVID-19.

• Pacific island countries and territories are in a unique place to minimise 

morbidity and mortality from COVID-19. 
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Conclusions



Thank you & questions
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