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Timor-Leste Minister of Health Dr Élia dos Reis
Amaral and World Health Organization

representatives after submitting the application for
Malaria Free certification in 2023
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Australian aid

The 2025 Australian aid attitudes survey commissioned by the Development Policy
Centre shows a large drop (-11%) in the proportion of people who think the
government gives too much foreign aid compared to 2024. The survey results also
show that when given information about the predicted impacts of US aid cuts, the
proportion of people who think Australia doesn’t provide enough aid rises
significantly (+8%).

As Israel’s military campaign expands, famine has now been officially declared in
Gaza, with more than half a million people affected. Australia has allocated a further
$20 million in assistance and has joined another call from European nations, the
EU, Canada and Japan for Israel “to provide authorisation for all international NGO
aid shipments and to unblock essential humanitarian actors from operating”.
Médecins Sans Frontières has released a new report accusing the US and Israel-
backed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF) of “orchestrated killing” of civilians
and calling for GHF food distribution sites to be shut down.

The government has announced $266 million in funding for the next three-year
replenishment (2026-28) of the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria.
This is the same in the nominal terms as the amount that Australia committed in
2022 for the previous replenishment and represents a 9% funding reduction once
adjusted for inflation.

While details are yet to be released, the Albanese government has signed a new
bilateral agreement with Vanuatu which will involve the allocation of $500 million in
bilateral funding over the next decade. This funding will reportedly encompass
assistance in a range of areas, including “climate resilience, key infrastructure,
security support, labour mobility, and budget support.”

Australia’s Minister for Pacific Island Affairs Pat Conroy has said the government is
looking into the details of a proposed $1 billion deal between a mysterious Chinese

https://www.who.int/timorleste/news/detail/24-07-2025-timor-leste-certified-malaria-free-by-who
https://devpolicy.org/have-trumps-cuts-made-australians-kinder-2025-aid-attitudes-survey-20250827
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/08/1165702
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/joint-statement-humanitarian-situation-gaza
https://www.msf.org/not-aid-orchestrated-killing
https://ministers.dfat.gov.au/minister/anne-aly/media-release/fighting-aids-tuberculosis-and-malaria-our-region
https://aidtracker.devpolicy.org/commitments/global-fund/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-08-13/australia-vanuatu-initial-nakamal-agreement/105650044
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-08-19/australia-presses-nauru-on-billion-dollar-deal-chinese-company/105673334
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company and the Nauru government to help the latter develop “key sectors”. Nauru
has also reportedly contracted Australian companies allegedly linked to outlaw
motorcycle gangs to help provide security on the island. In 2024, Australia and
Nauru signed a new treaty which included Australian budget support and security
assistance in return for mutual agreement on any future security and critical
infrastructure arrangements that Nauru makes that involve “other states or entities”.

The government has announced Michelle O’Byrne, a former member of the
Tasmanian parliament and federal Labor MP, as its new Ambassador for Gender
Equality, and Will Nankervis, a senior DFAT official, as its new Climate Change
Ambassador.

A progress report from the Development Intelligence Lab marking the two-year
anniversary of the government’s 2023 International Development Policy finds that
two out of the policy’s 18 commitments have been “fully delivered”, with “substantial
progress” made against 11 others, “partial progress” made against four and “little
progress/no public information” on one. DFAT is undertaking another round of
consultations on the Civil Society Partnerships Fund announced in the policy.

Separately, the Development Policy Centre has found substantial progress in its
latest audit of Australian aid transparency, with the government promising further
improvement in this area.

Regional/global aid

Kiribati has seen a dramatic fall in its reported poverty rates (-75%), largely because
of increased revenues from the sale of fishing rights which have been used to fund
social protection programs.

The World Health Organization has certified that Timor-Leste is now officially
malaria free, “having reduc[ed] cases from a peak of more than 223,000 clinically
diagnosed cases in 2006 to zero indigenous cases from 2021 onwards”.

Proposed cuts by the Trump administration would see aid and reform programs
delivered by the US Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) in Timor-Leste,
Indonesia and the Philippines eliminated. Programs in Solomon Islands and Kiribati
would be retained under the proposal. The MCC is also seeking to establish
programs in Fiji and Tonga.

Global aid cuts have raised fears of a “full blown” starvation crisis in Rohingya
refugee camps in southern Bangladesh and in Myanmar’s Rakhine State, as well as
dire shortages of medicines and food in refugee camps along the Thai-Myanmar
border.

https://www.smh.com.au/national/leader-of-australian-bikie-gang-strikes-deal-to-provide-security-on-nauru-20250805-p5mkez.html
https://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/nauru/nauru-australia-treaty
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/ambassador-gender-equality-0
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/ambassador-gender-equality-0
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/australias-ambassador-climate-change
https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/australias-ambassador-climate-change
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/649a2383e9c878a2f62832b2/6895606dfba029691e5d431e_Two%20Years%20On%E2%80%94Australia%E2%80%99s%20development%20policy%20in%20a%20disrupted%20world.pdf
https://www.dfat.gov.au/development/who-we-work-with/ngos/civil-society-partnerships-fund-invitation-submissions
https://www.dfat.gov.au/development/who-we-work-with/ngos/civil-society-partnerships-fund-invitation-submissions
https://devpolicy.org/2025-development-policy-centre-aid-transparency-audit-20250812/
https://devpolicy.org/2025-development-policy-centre-aid-transparency-audit-20250812/
https://devpolicy.org/rebuilding-trust-in-australian-aid-through-transparency-20250813/
https://devpolicy.org/rebuilding-trust-in-australian-aid-through-transparency-20250813/
https://devpolicy.org/leave-no-one-behind-reducing-poverty-and-inequality-in-kiribati-20250805/
https://www.who.int/news/item/24-07-2025-timor-leste-certified-malaria-free-by-who
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/what-are-they-thinking-there-rationale-proposed-mcc-program-terminations
https://www.mcc.gov/resources/doc/report-fy2025-eligible-country-fiji-tonga/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cdd3r864g6no
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/08/11/thailand-aid-cuts-put-myanmar-refugees-at-grave-risk
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People in northeast Nigeria are also facing starvation due to the funding cuts, with
the World Food Programme estimating that at least 630,000 children in this region
are at risk of acute malnutrition and a further 280,000 suffering from wasting.

The Starmer government has published more detail on its 2025-26 aid cuts, which
will see the UK’s bilateral aid to Africa drop by 12% and aid to the Middle East and
North Africa cut by 21%. Global health spending will fall by nearly 46% and global
education, gender and equality spending will be reduced by 42%.

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, has stated that a US$3 billion shortfall in its latest five-
year replenishment means it will need to slow down some of its immunisation
programs, sharpen its focus on children living in fragile and crisis-affected settings,
and revise its approach to eligibility and transition support in middle-income
countries.

The Gates Foundation has announced US$2.5 billion over the next five years in
funding for research and development activities focused on advancing women’s
health in low and middle income countries.

Books, reports, articles, podcasts etc.

Jeremy Lewin, a former Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) official
installed to oversee the dismantling of USAID who is now head of foreign assistance
at the State Department, joins the New York Times’ Interesting Times podcast.
Notwithstanding repeated claims of widespread fraud in the agency by President
Donald Trump and Elon Musk in early 2025, Lewin says that “DOGE didn’t find that
much fraud at USAID” (and then redefines “fraud” to include programs with which
the Trump administration disagrees). He also maintains that the Trump
administration is not cutting lifesaving programs, despite clear evidence to the
contrary.

A more factual and nuanced discussion of the successes and failures of US foreign
aid — and how it could be made more effective — is provided by former USAID
chief economist Dean Karlan on the Statecraft podcast.

Adam Tooze discusses the future of global development, including the elusive
promise of private development finance, on the Ones and Tooze podcast.

A new World Bank study of aid fragmentation finds that the number of donor
agencies has increased over the last two decades — up from 227 in 2004-08 to 608
in 2019-23 — whilst the average size of individual aid projects has decreased —
down from US$1.6 million in 2000-02 to US$0.9 million in 2021-23.  It also finds that
despite multiple donor declarations on the importance aligning aid with country

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/climate-and-people/hundreds-of-thousands-of-children-face-starvation-nigeria/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/687e39109914d1f63267c5e5/FCDO-Annual-Report-and-Accounts-2024-2025.pdf
https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/gavi-board-focuses-health-impact-priority-guiding-principle-resource-constrained
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2025/08/womens-health-funding-commitment
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/07/31/opinion/doge-foreign-aid-jeremy-lewin.html
https://www.cgdev.org/blog/these-usaid-awards-were-saving-lives-reverse-cuts-or-reissue-them
https://www.statecraft.pub/p/how-to-fix-foreign-aid
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/whither-global-development/id1584397047?i=1000720204367
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/immersive-story/2025/07/17/ida-s-role-in-aid-architecture
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priorities and systems, the share of development finance delivered through recipient
governments has almost halved since 2007-09 (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Share of aid by delivery channel (number of transactions basis)

Source: World Bank, Defragmenting the global aid architecture: a new playbook for development impact, July 2025.

Ahead of the Global Fund’s upcoming replenishment meeting in November, the UK-
based One Campaign have launched new analysis of the return on investment from
the fund, highlighting dramatic progress in the reduction of deaths from malaria,
tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS (Figure 2) over the last two decades.

Figure 2: Global HIV/AIDS-related deaths vs. cumulative Global Fund HIV/AIDS

funding, 2002-2024

https://devpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Figure-1-copy.png
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/immersive-story/2025/07/17/ida-s-role-in-aid-architecture
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Source: One Campaign, The Global Fund’s high return on investment, 7 August 2025.
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