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Today, on an exceptional basis, we publish a press release from Bel isi PNG, a
public-private partnership working to address family, sexual and sorcery-accusation-
related violence in PNG.

Bel isi PNG is appalled by the recent number of tragic and brutal sexual assaults
and murders of women in Port Moresby as well as the ongoing level of family
violence perpetrated against women in Papua New Guinea.

We strongly condemn these acts of crime and call upon Government to lead all
sectors of society including private sector, community leaders, law enforcement and
individuals to take immediate, decisive action to address the increasingly escalating
Issue of violence against women and girls.

We urge the implementation of stronger legal protections, prosecution of
perpetrators, more accessible support systems for survivors, and the creation of
awareness programs that challenge harmful gender norms and attitudes.

This appalling epidemic is inflicting devastating harm on women, families, and
communities nationwide and has significant impacts to our ability to develop and
enjoy a just and safe Papua New Guinea for all.

The escalating prevalence of family and sexual violence, gender-based violence
and sorcery accusation-related violence is at crisis point and we cannot turn away.

Bel isi PNG has worked extensively with our private sector subscribers and partners
as well as Government partners to address family and sexual violence using the
workforce as an entry point but we need many more to join in taking up this
challenge.

We extend our deepest sympathies to the families who have tragically lost their
daughters, sisters, and mothers to these senseless crimes.

For more information, visit the Bel isi PNG website.
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https://www.abc.net.au/pacific/programs/pacificbeat/pngcrimekilling/104953846
https://www.abc.net.au/pacific/programs/pacificbeat/pngcrimekilling/104953846
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/papua-new-guinea#:~:text=PNG%20remains%20a%20dangerous%20place,living%20outside%20of%20urban%20centers.
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/papua-new-guinea#:~:text=PNG%20remains%20a%20dangerous%20place,living%20outside%20of%20urban%20centers.
https://www.belisipng.org.pg/new-index-1
https://www.belisipng.org.pg/new-index-1
https://www.belisipng.org.pg/
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Bel isi PNG receives funding from the Australian Government, through the PNGAus
Partnership, Santos, Bank South Pacific and Steamships Trading Company. Its implementing
partners are the Santos Foundation, Femili PNG, the Business Coalition for Women, G4S and
the National Capital District Commission. The Development Policy Centre provides pro bono
support to Femili PNG which operates the Bel isi Case Management Centre and Safe House
in Port Moresby.
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Bel isi PNG

Bel isi PNG (“Peaceful PNG”) is a public-private partnership in Port Moresby that combats
family and sexual violence through workplace support and services. Companies pay
subscriptions to provide employees access to case management, safe housing, counseling,
and legal support, while also serving the broader community.
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