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World Food Day

Sunday was World Food Day, bringing the attention of the globe to the crucial
challenges of food security, nutrition, food supply and affordability.

The theme of this year’s event was “Food prices — from crisis to stability”. There
was also a significant push by civil society organisations for the FAO to put women
at the centre of its activities. The day resulted in extensive commentary across the
web (as part of the 2011 Blog Action Day on food security).  Here are some of our
picks:

Oxfam economic policy advisor Ruth Kelly called for less speculation in global food
markets, through the publication of comprehensive data to prevent panic buying.
Some 800 NGOs and victims of “land grabbing” have joined forces to lobby the
FAO to protect communities from large-scale land investments, citing concerns
about food security.
David Satterthwaite examines urban hunger in Africa and Asia, highlighting some
of the critical questions often missing from the discussion of this issue.
Afrin Chowdhury from ActionAid Bangladesh calls for specific, country-based
definitions of farmers.
This series of haunting images by photographer Rankin depicts the effects of six
years of drought in Turkana, Kenya.

http://www.fao.org/getinvolved/worldfoodday/en/
http://www.fao.org/getinvolved/getinvolved-home/getinvolved-news/detail/en/item/80911/icode/
http://blogactionday.org/
http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/?p=7004
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/oct/14/ngos-lobby-protect-land-grab-victims?intcmp=122
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/oct/14/agriculture-investing-small-farmers-development
http://www.iied.org/blogs/why-are-main-means-which-urban-dwellers-avoid-hunger-ignored
http://www.actionaid.org/bangladesh/2011/10/farmer-undefined-status-state
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2011/oct/14/rankin-broken-food-system-kenya-drought-famine
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Horn of Africa update

World Food Day was perhaps made more salient by the very real food crisis
continuing in the Horn of Africa, which is facing the worst drought in 60 years.

The global community has continued its response. Beijing has offered $70 million in
support, while the extent of the crisis has even led to Somaliland to bring
humanitarian aid to Mogadishu. The Australian government has launched a dollar-
for-dollar program to encourage more donations from the public.

These resources are having an impact. However, food assistance has still only
reached around half of those in need, according to the UN.

USAID has launched a new interactive web portal, called FWD: Food, War,
Drought, exploring the impact of the drought through graphs and maps, encouraging
visitors to spread factual information about the crisis through social media.

Those working to assist persons displaced by famine and drought are facing highly
challenging environments. Last week, two Spanish aid workers with Medecins Sans
Frontieres (MSF) were kidnapped from the Dadaab refugee camp and driven across
the Somali border. This will only make the delivery of aid harder as aid agencies can
be expected to withdraw international aid workers as a result.

Pakistan’s flood crisis

Another humanitarian crisis that is not receiving nearly enough media attention is
the monsoonal floods that have ravaged Pakistan. As a result, more than five million
people are struggling to survive without adequate food, shelter or water.

The international response thusfar has been slow, with only some 18 percent of the
money needed for the flood recovery plan pledged so far by donors. World Food
Programme funds for the flood survivors will run out by the end of November, unless
more money can be raised. Meanwhile, the death toll has continued to rise.

European Commission signals aid shift

The Arab Spring uprisings have triggered the European Commission to rethink its
plans for delivering aid to developing nations.

The Commission is now planning to focus on human rights and democracy in its aid
projects through a form of conditionality — called “good governance and
development contracts”. The EU will also reduce the number of countries and
regions focused on in the program in the hope of delivering better outcomes.

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/usa/china/2011-10/13/content_13894397.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somaliland
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/oct/05/somaliland-humanitarian-aid-somalia-mogadishu
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/oct/05/somaliland-humanitarian-aid-somalia-mogadishu
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/3571608.html
http://www.abc.net.au/unleashed/3571608.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/africa/us-official-countless-lives-saved-by-famine-relief-efforts-in-east-africa/2011/10/05/gIQAxVT2NL_story.html
http://www.usaid.gov/fwd/
http://www.usaid.gov/fwd/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/oct/13/aid-workers-kidnapped-kenyan-camp
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-15337455
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-south-asia-15337455
http://www.irishweatheronline.com/news/environment/flood/slow-international-response-to-pakistan-floods/41625.html
http://www.pakistantoday.com.pk/2011/10/wfp-funds-for-flood-victims-to-run-out-by-nov-end/
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2011/10/16/Pakistan-floods-claim-more-lives/UPI-87381318771821/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/eu-arab-spring-sparks-change-in-blocs-plans-to-deliver-aid-to-developing-nations/2011/10/13/gIQAJA5FhL_story.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2011/oct/13/eu-focus-human-rights-aid?newsfeed=true
http://www.europeanvoice.com/article/imported/commission-aims-to-attach-more-conditions-to-development-aid/72280.aspx
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In other EU news, Britain has announced that it will cut its aid to African countries
that persecute gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people.

3ie’s new systematic review database

In a win for transparency buffs, policy wonks and data geeks alike, 3ie has recently
launched its systematic review database, a virtual treasure trove of synthesised
evidence on the impact of development programs.

Opening up access to these systematic reviews across sectors such as health,
agriculture and education is intended to provide better information for policymaking
in the development space.

Transparency troubles before Busan

A handful of donors are reportedly attempting to dilute or undermine commitments
on aid transparency ahead of the 4th High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, which
will be held in Busan, South Korea, from November 29-December 1.

According to an advocacy email circulated by Publish What You Fund, some donors
are attempting to remove all references to the International Aid Transparency
Initiative (IATI) from the text, as well as stepping back from time-bound
commitments. An online petition is open, calling on donors to commit to
transparency measures.

World Development Report

The World Bank released its 2012 World Development Report on Gender and
Equality last month.

Development bloggers have been reading and responding to the new publication
over the past few weeks. Barbara Rodriquez from the Asia Foundation sees the
report as an illustration of gender equality as smart economics. Transport analyst
Julie Babinard looks at how the report tackles social and physical mobility. Isobel
Coleman from the Council on Foreign Relations says the report is valuable, but
doesn’t bring forward new points. The report has even got the World Bank’s Chief
Economist Justin Yifu Lin, a self-confessed gender skeptic, seeing gender equality
as an agent of development rather than a result of economic development.

Potential US aid budget cuts

Could the US slash its foreign aid budget? While budget deliberations continue on
Capitol Hill, advocates are pushing for foreign aid to be spared from drastic cuts. 
The New York Times has weighed in, with an editorial supporting the work of the

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2011/10/10/britain-cut-aid-africa-gays_n_1003213.html
http://resources.3ieimpact.org/search
http://www.3ieimpact.org/news.html?id=91
http://www.publishwhatyoufund.org/news/2011/10/action-needed-hlf4-aid-transparency-pushback/
http://www.publishwhatyoufund.org/
http://www.aidtransparency.net/
http://www.aidtransparency.net/
http://www.makeaidtransparent.org/
http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTRESEARCH/EXTWDRS/EXTWDR2012/0,,menuPK:7778074~pagePK:7778278~piPK:7778320~theSitePK:7778063~contentMDK:22851055,00.html
http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTRESEARCH/EXTWDRS/EXTWDR2012/0,,menuPK:7778074~pagePK:7778278~piPK:7778320~theSitePK:7778063~contentMDK:22851055,00.html
http://asiafoundation.org/in-asia/2011/10/05/2012-world-bank-development-report-gender-equality-as-smart-economics/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+in-asia+%28In+Asia%29&utm_content=Google+Reader
http://blogs.worldbank.org/transport/node/591
http://blogs.cfr.org/coleman/2011/09/20/world-development-report-2012-gender-equality/
http://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/the-education-of-a-gender-skeptic-what-i-learnt-from-the-wdr-2012
http://blogs.worldbank.org/developmenttalk/the-education-of-a-gender-skeptic-what-i-learnt-from-the-wdr-2012
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/2011/10/advocates-for-us-foreign-aid-fight-proposed-cutbacks.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/09/opinion/sunday/no-time-to-get-stingy-about-foreign-aid.html?_r=2
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State Department and USAID.

A bipartisan report from the Council on Foreign Relations has called for the US to
renew its trade and development agenda.

International Day of Disaster Reduction

The International Day of Disaster Reduction was marked on October 13, this year
with a focus on the role of children and young people in disasters.

Coinciding with this, the Center for Global Development launched a new publication
on migration as a tool for disaster recovery, recommending that the US take steps
to create a legal channel for people fleeing disasters overseas to be able enter the
country.

The mobile phone development revolution

CNN and Jeffrey Sachs take a look at the difference that mobile phones are making
in fighting global poverty, particularly in rural areas.

The CGD has also recently released a publication on the potential for mobile money
to change aid distribution and emergency relief for the better.

Meanwhile, in Indonesia, peace activists in Ambon province have tried to quell
religious conflict, which had been fuelled by misinformation, by using mobile
phones.

In brief:

Does development ignore people with disabilities?
Can Vietnam harness the philanthropic nature of its growing middle class to help
those in the regions?
Can poverty really be eradicated through voluntary family planning?
How is Indonesia’s democratic process faring?

Have you read something interesting lately?  Share it with us in the comments
section.

Ashlee Betteridge is a Researcher for the Development Policy Centre. Development
Buzz is our monthly round-up of global development issues and debates.

Author/s:

http://blogs.cgdev.org/globaldevelopment/2011/10/bipartisan-call-for-a-renewed-us-trade-and-development-agenda-cfr-has-good-timing.php
http://blogs.odi.org.uk/blogs/main/archive/2011/10/13/children_and_young_people_disasters_resilience_humanitarian_policy.aspx
http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1425540/
http://articles.cnn.com/2011-10-09/tech/tech_mobile_mobile-phone-poverty_1_mobile-phone-cell-phone-rural-villages?_s=PM%3ATECH
http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/1425470/
http://www.lowyinterpreter.org/post/2011/10/06/Texting-for-peace.aspx
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/oct/13/development-ignores-disabled-people-poverty
http://asiafoundation.org/in-asia/2011/10/05/examining-the-giving-instinct-philanthropy-in-vietnam/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+in-asia+%28In+Asia%29&utm_content=Google+Reader
http://www.voxy.co.nz/health/eradicate-poverty-through-voluntary-family-planning/5/104503
http://lowyinterpreter.org/post/2011/10/11/Indonesia-Frustration-and-fantasies.aspx
http://devpolicy.anu.edu.au
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