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Michela Wrong details the Rwandan government’s attempts to quash dissent.

As Australia battles raging fires in Tasmania and major flooding in Queensland, Richard
Flanagan writes for The Guardian on Australian inaction on climate change. On a related
note, these maps show that just 23 per cent of the planet’s land surface (excluding
Antarctica) and 13 per cent of the ocean can now be classified as wilderness — nearly a ten
per cent decline in the last 20 years.

Germans can now choose “diverse” as an option for gender on birth certificates and other
legal records.

The WHO now predicts that there are enough Ebola vaccines to control the outbreak in the
DRC, reports STAT.

As DFID’s share of the UK aid budget continues to fall, analysis by the ONE Campaign has
found that aid money spent through other government departments is failing to meet good
standards on poverty focus, effectiveness, and transparency. The same analysis found that
DFID performs better in these areas.

Three Australians were appointed Members of the Order of Australia on Australia Day for
their development work:

John Langmore, former Canberra MP, UN official, long-time aid advocate, and
currently development academic at Melbourne.
Livingston Armytage, justice advisor to the UN and many other agencies, and an
academic at Sydney University.

https://www.theguardian.com/news/audio/2019/feb/04/rwandas-khashoggi-who-killed-the-exiled-spy-chief-podcast
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/feb/05/tasmania-is-burning-the-climate-disaster-future-has-arrived-while-those-in-power-laugh-at-us
https://www.globalpolicyjournal.com/blog/01/02/2019/five-maps-reveal-worlds-remaining-wilderness
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/12/14/world/europe/transgender-germany-diverse.html?utm_source=The+Crunch&utm_campaign=83ff4b7529-THE_CRUNCH_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_aa18ea5b4e-83ff4b7529-407529425
https://www.statnews.com/2019/01/22/some-needed-good-news-on-ebola-vaccine-supplies-are-expected-to-last/?utm_source=The+Crunch&utm_campaign=83ff4b7529-THE_CRUNCH_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_aa18ea5b4e-83ff4b7529-407529425
https://www.devex.com/news/new-index-raises-concerns-about-aid-quality-outside-dfid-94254?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTURRNE9UbGhaV1l4Wm1JeCIsInQiOiJQa2txNTVCK3J5QUZnd2JQdGU0Qk12cE1PVzZYTTNOUEJWc2ZRQVwvUDlhamFUNUp4MzJvQzBzeGNqR0Y4alhXT1pOaVRzTWg0bXV2Z3E4VE5wWUs5MGx5K1BBMEowM3F0clFiMFlkemUzT21idlJiM3dVTjJBd0lVaHJQNWJaTXQifQ%3D%3D&utm_campaign=gdb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
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Peter McCawley, former senior official with AusAID and ADB, and expert on
Indonesia, now at ANU.
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