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Fortnightly links:

Lake Chad, the
private sector,
Doing Business,

Kri Kri on the shores of Lake Chad, Nigerians fled
by Sachini Muller, Tara Davda and Terence across the border when Boko Haram insurgents
Wood attacked the town of Damassak (European

Commission DG ECHO/Flickr/CC BY-NC-ND 2.0
15 December 2017 ommission ickr )

The New Yorker has a grim report on the humanitarian disasters unfolding on the
shores of Lake Chad.

Facebook will eliminate fees for donations to NGOs to ensure that 100% of
donations made via Facebook to nonprofits reach their intended recipients.

Airbnb recently launched a new report and road map that looks at how it can boost
sustainable tourism and community development through home-sharing, with their
global Head of Policy saying that the platform has potential to support households in
emerging economies by helping to cover the costs of household expenses,
education and entrepreneurship.

Alex de Waal speaks to the Guardian on the idea that famine is a mass atrocity.

The private sector’s role in sustainable development has become a $2 trillion
shadow industry. How and why has this occurred? What does this mean for the
future of development and the liberal international order?

James Batley provides a very handy explanation of the new Australia and Solomon
Islands security agreement.

If you have no money or access to credit, how easy is it to start a business? It
depends on where you are. Last month the World Bank released the fifteenth
annual Doing Business report, a global survey of the level of economic freedom
across 183 countries. The survey assesses countries across ten indicators to
generate a ranking of how much red tape individuals starting a business face.
Variables such as obtaining credit, registering a business, access to or ease of
obtaining services, and cost of permits are evaluated. If there are too many barriers
to business, innovation, economic growth and productivity suffer. The burden is
particularly heavy for small business, who often lack the resources or manpower to
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https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/12/04/lake-chad-the-worlds-most-complex-humanitarian-disaster
https://www.devex.com/news/facebook-to-eliminate-fees-for-donations-to-ngos-91646?access_key=krnIED9SGaR3nWJvlQRcTRjSIco7_j0O&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTkRjMU16bG1OR1ExTVdGaSIsInQiOiJIQVwvdmVjNzBqRmhDMkxLdGVzVzVTalpCVkVLVEwrSTQxT09LK1FRcXhqV2t5cjNUdnRQaGhaZTI2a1MzWGRxd2xjZXZJTVhFdzF4OUdPMWJjcEVHTEZacFQxc21wSWpwVGhmbGRpSU45eklESzMzWGM5Vm1nWDIyd3lGQm85cGQifQ%3D%3D
https://www.devex.com/news/airbnb-launches-a-development-roadmap-91650?access_key=krnIED9SGaR3nWJvlQRcTRjSIco7_j0O&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWVRFM1ltVmxOekEyTUROaCIsInQiOiJPU2lqS3hrTkttRHMzeXc1R0Rxd3V0SU1QZTlYNE9CYlUzZGpNY1M5V1BKbzg1cmNjVnc4Y0E1aHZ0R0NtdzVnNDA1OHVEbzNZVXhOV2dGSkk3amhkbG8zeEl3RU9idkpYa09LbWRic0U2b2lya2xHd1I4TCtROCtsSzlTSTF0ViJ9
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/audio/2017/nov/23/famine-as-mass-atrocity-in-conversation-with-alex-de-waal-podcast
http://www.globalpolicyjournal.com/blog/24/11/2017/new-business-private-sector-new-global-development-player
https://www.aspistrategist.org.au/whats-the-significance-of-australias-new-security-treaty-with-solomon-islands/
http://www.doingbusiness.org/reports/global-reports/doing-business-2018
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negotiate red tape. Not only that, research on the relationship between regulation of
business activity and income inequality has shown that there is

a correlation between the two: countries with more redundant bureaucracy have a
higher Gini coefficient.
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