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Fortnightly links: UN woes, Latin
American democracy, global health,

migration and more…
by Camilla Burkot and Terence Wood

8 April 2016

In The New York Times Anthony Banbury writes passionately and in detail about the
woes of the United Nations.

Democracy has spread across Latin America over the last three decades. Sadly,
this Bloomberg Business Week piece suggests that efforts to ‘hack’ the democratic
process have spread just as fast.

The Center for Global Development (CGD) this week launched the latest edition of
Millions Saved — a collection of case studies highlighting what works in global
health. Among the key lessons learned: “governments can do the job; aid helps.”

Sticking with global health, Dr Kamalini Lokuge reflects on her experience working
with Médecins sans Frontières during the 2014 West African Ebola outbreak and
the importance of health systems strengthening in this moving Canberra Times
profile.

Ten years ago, Congolese courts ruled that victims of a mass rape were entitled to
state compensation. Yet they have still received nothing. Lauren Wolfe, writing
for Foreign Policy [registration required, 5 free articles per month], reports on the
political and bureaucratic barriers that continue to pervert the course of justice for
women in the DRC.

This write-up by Selam Gebrekidam for Reuters’ The Migration Machine sheds light
on the complex networks driving — and funding — migration from countries like
Eritrea to Europe and beyond, with many paying as much as eight times their
country’s annual per capita income for passage to Europe.

Lastly, Liberia’s recent decision to subcontract its entire pre-primary and primary
education system to US-based company Bridge International Academies (best
known for their previous work in Kenya) has unsurprisingly sparked some backlash,
including from UN Special Rapporteur on the right to education. Others argue the
jury is still out on Liberia’s bold decision.

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/20/opinion/sunday/i-love-the-un-but-it-is-failing.html?_r=4
http://www.bloomberg.com/features/2016-how-to-hack-an-election/
http://millionssaved.cgdev.org/
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/health/we-could-saved-more-lives-canberra-doctor-kamalini-lokuge-on-fighting-ebola-20160317-gnlcxn.html
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/national/health/we-could-saved-more-lives-canberra-doctor-kamalini-lokuge-on-fighting-ebola-20160317-gnlcxn.html
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/03/30/congos-soccer-players-get-cars-its-rape-victims-get-nothing/
http://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/migration/#/story/34
http://www.cihablog.com/news-liberias-public-schools-go-private/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=18506&LangID=E
http://www.rovingbandit.com/2016/03/the-right-to-education-is-right-to.html
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