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Australian aid

During her recent visit to the Middle East, foreign minister Penny Wong announced
an allocation of $21.5 million in additional humanitarian assistance for civilians
affected by the Israel-Hamas conflict in the Occupied Palestinian Territories,
Lebanon and Jordan and called upon Israel to facilitate increased access to Gaza
for humanitarian aid.

Australia will “temporarily pause” the disbursement of $6 million from this package
allocated to the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near
East (UNRWA) in light of allegations that UNRWA staff may have been involved in
the 7 October Hamas terrorist attacks against Israel. UNRWA has stood down the
staff that have been identified and the UN is investigating the allegations. The UN
Secretary General has called upon Australia and other donors to reverse the
suspension, citing the scale of the humanitarian crisis in Gaza.

The foreign minister’s visit precedes a busy year of international meetings and
events in which Australia’s international development efforts will likely feature,
including:

PNG Prime Minister James Marape’s address to the Australian Parliament
(Canberra, February);
ASEAN-Australia Special Summit (Melbourne, March);
Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Meeting (Tonga, August);
“Summit of the Future” (UN New York, September);
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (Samoa, October);
COP29 UN climate change conference (Azerbaijan, November); and
G20 Summit (Brazil, November).

Australia’s global aid will also be in focus in several multilateral processes in 2024,
including:

the replenishment of the Asian Development Bank’s concessional financing arm,
the Asian Development Fund (Georgia, May);
efforts at this year’s World Health Assembly to improve the sustainability of the

https://www.foreignminister.gov.au/minister/penny-wong/media-release/further-humanitarian-assistance-occupied-palestinian-territories-and-region
https://twitter.com/SenatorWong/status/1747719122308534630
https://twitter.com/SenatorWong/status/1751103658509644035
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2024/jan/28/un-chief-urges-donors-to-reconsider-unwra-funding-withdrawal
https://www.postcourier.com.pg/marape-to-address-australia-parliament/
https://asean.org/deputy-secretary-general-of-asean-receives-head-of-2024-asean-australia-special-summit-taskforce/
https://talanoaotonga.to/pacific-islands-forum-private-sector-key-player-in-regional-prosperity/
https://www.un.org/en/common-agenda/summit-of-the-future
https://thecommonwealth.org/news/samoa-announces-theme-2024-commonwealth-heads-government-meeting
https://sdg.iisd.org/events/2024-un-climate-change-conference-unfccc-cop-29/
https://www.gov.br/mre/pt-br/embaixada-londres/press-releases/g20-brasil-2024
https://www.adb.org/annual-meeting/2024/main
https://www.who.int/about/accountability/governance/world-health-assembly


Devpolicy Blog from the Development Policy Centre Page 2 of 3

World Health Organization’s funding model (Geneva, May-June);
the launch of the 2026-30 funding replenishment of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance,
(France, June); and
the 2025-28 replenishment of the World Bank’s concessional financing arm, the
International Development Association (final meeting in Washington DC,
December).

The OECD Development Assistance Committee’s (DAC) final aid statistics for 2022
confirm Australia’s plummeting aid generosity, with aid-to-GNI falling from 0.22% in
2021 to 0.19%, below that of key allies and partners like the UK (0.51%), Japan
(0.39%), Canada (0.37%), the US (0.23%), and New Zealand (0.22%).

Aid from DAC member countries rose to a record US$211 billion in 2022, boosted
by large flows to Ukraine and eligible support for refugees in donor countries. This
represented a 17% real increase on 2021 and 0.37% of DAC members’ combined
GNI. Aid to least-developed countries and sub-Saharan Africa fell.

Australia’s Deputy Chief of Army, Major General Cheryl Pearce, has been appointed
as the UN’s new deputy military adviser for peacekeeping operations.

Regional and global aid

Nauru’s recent decision to switch diplomatic recognition from Taiwan to the People’s
Republic of China has fuelled speculation about what financial inducements might
have been involved and whether a reduction in Australia’s funding for the country’s
Regional Processing Centre may have been a factor.

The Economist reports on the changing shape of China’s Belt and Road Initiative in
Southeast Asia.

The World Bank’s 2024 global economic forecast warns that weakening global
growth will “leave many developing countries—especially the poorest—stuck in a
trap: with paralysing levels of debt and tenuous access to food for nearly one out of
every three people.”

The UN’s 2024 humanitarian overview estimates that nearly 300 million people
around the world will need humanitarian assistance and protection due to conflicts,
climate emergencies and other drivers.

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has pledged a record US$8.6 billion in annual
funding in response to falling global health funding for low-income countries.

https://www.gavi.org/news/media-room/initiatives-african-vaccine-manufacturing-approved-gavi-board#:~:text=The%20Government%20of%20France%20and,to%20support%20its%20next%20replenishment
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/statement/2023/12/04/statement-on-new-independent-co-chair-of-the-ida21-replenishment-process
https://public.flourish.studio/story/2150513/
https://www.themandarin.com.au/237363-army-timor-veteran-to-become-un-blue-beret-deputy-chief/
https://focustaiwan.tw/politics/202401150026
https://www.economist.com/asia/2024/01/11/south-east-asia-learns-how-to-deal-with-china?utm_medium=cpc.adword.pd&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=a.io_apac_freetrial&utm_content=conversion.non-brand.anonymous.apac_au_en_free-trial_na_non-brand_google_subs_pmax_other_na_na&gclid=Cj0KCQiAwbitBhDIARIsABfFYIJLl-8zeuvv4ztUFEY1GS1IBnGf0QDFlQd1f5wmkXZpcRJj9PB5M0saAmo_EALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2024/01/09/global-economic-prospects-january-2024-press-release
https://www.unocha.org/publications/report/world/global-humanitarian-overview-2024-enarfres
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/record-budget-gates-foundation-wider-global-health-funding-stalls-2024-01-15/#:~:text=Record%20budget%20for%20Gates%20Foundation%20as%20wider%20global%20health%20funding%20stalls,-By%20Jennifer%20Rigby&text=LONDON%2C%20Jan%2015%20(Reuters),after%20the%20COVID%2D19%20pandemic.
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Recent publications

What is Australian gender equality aid spent on? What brings better outcomes for
women? Development Policy Centre Discussion Paper by Terence Wood

A new special issue of the Development Policy Review features Pacific perspectives
on aid and development.

The Economist looks at new trends in global philanthropy.

Adam Tooze explores Myanmar’s “polycrisis”

The International Crisis Group has published its assessment of ten conflicts to
watch in 2024.
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https://devpolicy.org/publications/australian-gender-equality-aid-2023/
https://devpolicy.org/publications/australian-gender-equality-aid-2023/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14677679/2023/41/S2
https://www.economist.com/special-report/2024/01/10/the-super-rich-are-trying-new-approaches-to-philanthropy?utm_medium=cpc.adword.pd&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=a.io_apac_freetrial&utm_content=conversion.non-brand.anonymous.apac_au_en_free-trial_na_non-brand_google_subs_pmax_other_na_na&gclid=Cj0KCQiAwbitBhDIARIsABfFYIIRJS4_mqBweS52ZciqXKKBYyGnWwXJoN9OjGAC1IZPzSR7NTCXfbcaAtoPEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://adamtooze.substack.com/p/chartbook-256-myanmars-polycrisis
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/ten-conflicts-watch-2024#:~:text=The%20list%20this%20year%20includes,and%20the%20U.S.%2DChina%20rivalry.
https://www.crisisgroup.org/global/ten-conflicts-watch-2024#:~:text=The%20list%20this%20year%20includes,and%20the%20U.S.%2DChina%20rivalry.
https://devpolicy.org/january-2024-aid-news-20240131/

