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Participants in a ‘peer to peer’ course run in Fiji by Motivation
Australia in partnership with the Fiji Spinal Injuries Association
in 2017.
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For the estimated 1.7 million Pacific islanders living with a disability, services on the ground
are thin. The latest story in our Aid Profiles series looks at the work of Kylie Mines and
Motivation Australia in improving access to rehabilitation and assistive devices across the
region.

Kylie Mines, an occupational therapist, started the organisation in 2007 after working
across Asia, Europe and the Pacific. It has now grown to a team of 12, working from a
beachside cottage in Adelaide.

From their initial projects in Papua New Guinea and Timor Leste, MA now also works in Fiji,
Kiribati, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu and the Federated States of Micronesia.
And while strong local partnerships continue to be the primary focus of their work, the
organisation has an increasingly significant voice within the regional and global dialogue on
disability and inclusion thanks to their active collaboration with national governments and
influential bodies, such as the World Health Organisation and the Pacific Disability Forum.

Read the Motivation Australia Aid Profile here, written by Cleo Fleming, or catch up on the
full series.
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