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AusAID uploaded a video to its YouTube channel last week of the newly appointed
Minister for International Development, Melissa Parke, addressing staff and
speaking on the importance of the aid program. It's a short video, worth watching—it
appears that in Parke the aid program has found itself a strong advocate within the
parliament.

Though she didn’t get an invitation to PNG with the Prime Minister, Parke went with
Bob Carr to Solomon Islands this week. While it was speculated that the trip was
intended to convince the Solomons government to join up to the new regional
asylum seeker solution—which would seem a strange task given Parke’s previous
outspoken opposition to immigration detention—no announcement was made.
Solomons PM Gordon Darcy Lilo said that his country was interested in a deal
though. Other announcements were made on avoidable blindness and Australia’s
ongoing support for the country post-RAMSI as Lilo and Carr signed an expanded
development partnership agreement that was actually already announced earlier
this month.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJpGO7p176k
http://www.watoday.com.au/federal-politics/federal-election-2013/solomon-islands-to-play-role-in-australias-papua-new-guinea-asylum-seeker-solution-20130723-2qfj5.html
http://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/immigration/labor-mp-melissa-parke-troubled-by-asylum-seeker-detention-plan/story-fn9hm1gu-1226450768054
http://www.solomontimes.com/news/solomons-could-play-role-with-asylum-seekers/7795
http://www.solomontimes.com/news/australia-commits-to-treating-avoidable-blindness/7791
http://www.solomonstarnews.com/news/national/18318-carr-we-are-here-for-you
http://www.ausaid.gov.au/HotTopics/Pages/Display.aspx?QID=1192
https://devpolicy.org/minister-for-international-development-speaks-at-ausaid-heads-to-sols-20130727/

