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UNRWA supports displaced Palestine refugees in Syria (Twitter!UNRWA) 

Australian aid 

As conflict in the Middle East widens and the toll on civilians worsens, the Australian 

Council For International Development's members have launched a consolidated appeal 

to help address the humanitarian situation in Lebanon. Australia has allocated $12 

million to the humanitarian response in Lebanon since September 2024 and $82.5 million 

to the Gaza crisis since October 2023. The government is reportedly undertaking a 

review of Australia's defence exports to Israel. 

The Australian government also joined Canada, France, Germany, Japan, Korea and the 

UK to protest moves by the Israeli government to revoke all the privileges and 

immunities of the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 







based Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), becoming the 

first Southeast Asian country to do so. 

In a joint letter, a group of the world's leading development economists - including one 

of this year's Nobel prize winners, Daron Acemoglu - has urged G20 countries to 

increase their contributions to the World Bank's upcoming IDA replenishment, arguing 

that "the world's poorest countries are in a development crisis and need greater access to 

affordable financing". 

A high-profile congressional Republican, Marjorie Taylor Greene, has said that if Donald 

Trump wins a second term in the upcoming US election, it is "very likely" that Trump 

would seek to withdraw the US from the World Health Organization (WHO) again. The 

US is the largest single contributor to the WHO's core budget and a major source of 

voluntary contributions. 

USAID has released a new position paper on direct monetary transfers (DMTs) provided 

to individuals, households and micro-enterprises through aid programs. The paper states 

the negative impacts of such transfers are often overstated and that USAID should use 

DMTs "as a core element of its development toolkit, expanding the use of transfers when 

both contextually appropriate and cost-effective for priority outcomes". 

Books, articles, reports, biogs and podcasts 

A new book by former head of the Department for International Development (DFID) 

Mark Lowcock and a former economic advisor to the UK aid program Ranil Dissanayake 

tells the story of "DFID's trajectory from its origins to its unravelling, distilling timely 

lessons for government aid institutions in the UK and beyond" and is available via open 

access. 

The Centre for Global Development has published a new data portal on the 2024-25 

multilateral replenishments covering the major development banks, as well as global 

health and climate funds. And the Our World In Data website has published a new series 

of interactive charts on foreign aid. 

A new article in International Studies Quarterly looks at "prestige projects in the Global 

South" as a source of both "symbolic capital and international status" for local elites 

through case studies of China's aid to Costa Rica and PNG. 

And Gordon Peake talks to Heather Murphy on The Readout podcast about what the 

contest for influence in the Pacific looks like from the perspective of a tour of Port 

Moresby's hotels and coffee shops. 

 



Disclosure: Material for this update has been collected by Devpol staff; editorial 

responsibility lies with Cameron Hill. Devpol's work on Australian aid is supported by the 

Gates Foundation. The views represent those of Centre staff only. 
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