
https://devpolicy.org/pacific-palm-workers-applying-for-asylum-in-record-numbers-20241106/

DEVPOLICYBLOG 

Pacific PALM workers applying for 
asylum in record numbers 
6 NOVEMBER 2024 

Stephen Howes 

Agricultural workers picking strawberries (Unsplash/Tim Mossholder) 

Q 

Data just released from the Australian Department of Employment and Workplace 

Relations shows a sharp decline in Pacific workers engaged in short-term (seasonal) 

agricultural work, with the total falling from 18,905 in July 2023 to 14,355 a year later in 

July 2024, a decline of 24 % in a single year. 

Employers are now able to bring workers for long-term, non-seasonal agricultural (and 

other) work but the number of long-term agricultural Pacific Australia Labour Mobility 

(PALM) workers has also fallen over the same period, by 12%. 

Outside of agriculture, there has been continued growth in long-term PALM visas. This is 

to some extent stabilising total PALM numbers, but that total still fell 6% between July 

2023 and July 2024. 
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