
Comparing Visa Entitlements 
 

Entitlement Permanent 
Residency 

Pacific Engagement 
Visa 

Falepili Treaty Visa  Unprotected Special 
Category Visa (NZ) 

Australian 

Citizenship 

Right to entry For 5 years For 5 years  Unlimited Unlimited (must 
reapply on arrival) 

Unlimited 

Enrol in Medicare  On arrival On arrival On arrival After 6 months Yes 

Enrol in NDIS On arrival On arrival On arrival Not eligible Yes 

Family Tax Benefit A After 1 year On arrival On arrival On arrival Yes 

Family Tax Benefit B On arrival On arrival On arrival On arrival Yes 

Child Care Subsidy On arrival On arrival On arrival On arrival Yes 

Can enrol in 

schools/universities/o

ther tertiary 

education providers  

On arrival On arrival On arrival 
 

On arrival (as 

international student) 

Yes 

 

Can receive a 

Commonwealth-

supported place at 

university  or other 

higher education 

provider 

On arrival 

 

On arrival 
 

On arrival 
 

On arrival Yes 

Austudy After 4 years On arrival On arrival Not eligible Yes 

Youth Allowance  After 4 years On arrival On arrival After 10 years, for a 
maximum of 6 
months 

Yes 

HECS-HELP Not eligible On arrival On arrival After 10 years of 

residency, and must 

have started 

residency under age 

of 18 

Yes 

Vocational Student 
Loans 

Not eligible On arrival On arrival On arrival Yes 

 

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/overseas-travel
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/pacific-engagement/pacific-engagement-visa-subclass-192#About
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/special-category-visa-subclass-444#About
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/special-category-visa-subclass-444#About
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/getting-a-visa/visa-listing/special-category-visa-subclass-444#About
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://www.pev.gov.au/pacific-engagement-visa-overview
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/enrolling-medicare-if-youre-new-zealand-citizen?context=60092
https://ourguidelines.ndis.gov.au/home/becoming-participant/applying-ndis/do-you-meet-residence-requirements#citizen-or-resident
https://ourguidelines.ndis.gov.au/home/becoming-participant/applying-ndis/do-you-meet-residence-requirements
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://www.ndis.gov.au/applying-access-ndis/am-i-eligible
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.pev.gov.au/pacific-engagement-visa-overview
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/exemptions-to-newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.pev.gov.au/pacific-engagement-visa-overview
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/exemptions-to-newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.pev.gov.au/pacific-engagement-visa-overview
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://www.pev.gov.au/pacific-engagement-visa-overview
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/international_students/visa-subclasses-international-students
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/international_students/visa-subclasses-international-students
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/commonwealth-supported-places-csps
https://www.pev.gov.au/pacific-engagement-visa-overview
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/commonwealth-supported-places-csps#toc-eligibility
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.pev.gov.au/pacific-engagement-visa-overview
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-austudy?context=22441
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.pev.gov.au/pacific-engagement-visa-overview
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/new-zealand-citizens-claiming-payments-australia?context=51411
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/new-zealand-citizens-claiming-payments-australia?context=51411
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/new-zealand-citizens-claiming-payments-australia?context=51411
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/non-australian-citizens
https://www.pev.gov.au/pacific-engagement-visa-overview
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/non-australian-citizens
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/non-australian-citizens
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/non-australian-citizens
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/non-australian-citizens
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/non-australian-citizens
https://www.yourcareer.gov.au/support/financial-assistance/assistance-for-vet-students/vsl-eligibility-check
https://www.pev.gov.au/pacific-engagement-visa-overview
https://www.dfat.gov.au/countries/tuvalu/explanatory-memorandum-falepili-union-between-tuvalu-and-australia
https://www.yourcareer.gov.au/support/financial-assistance/assistance-for-vet-students/vsl-eligibility-check


Entitlement Permanent 
Residency 

Pacific Engagement 
Visa 

Falepili Treaty Visa  Unprotected Special 
Category Visa (NZ) 

Australian 

Citizenship 

Enrol in Adult 
Migrant English 
Program 

On arrival On arrival On arrival Not eligible N/A 

JobSeeker payment After 4 years After 4 years After 4 years After 10 years, for a 
maximum of 6 
months 

Yes 

Commonwealth 

seniors health card 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years Yes 

Ex-carer Allowance 

(child) health care 

card 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

Not eligible Yes 

Farm household 

allowance 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

Not eligible Yes 

Low-income health 

care card 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

 

Yes 

Mobility allowance After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

Not eligible Yes 

Parenting payment 

(single and 

partnered) 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

Not eligible Yes 

Pensioner education 

supplement 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

Not eligible Yes 

Special benefit After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

Not eligible Yes 

Tertiary access 

payment 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

After 4 years 
 

Not eligible Yes 

Carer Payment After 2 years 
 

After 2 years After 2 years 
 

Not eligible Yes 

Dad and Partner Pay After 2 years 
 

After 2 years 
 

After 2 years 
 

On arrival Yes 

https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://www.pev.gov.au/pacific-engagement-visa-overview
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/amep-subsite/Files/amep-eligible-temporary-visas.pdf
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/new-zealand-citizens-claiming-payments-australia?context=51411
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/new-zealand-citizens-claiming-payments-australia?context=51411
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/new-zealand-citizens-claiming-payments-australia?context=51411
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/new-zealand-citizens-claiming-payments-australia?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-ex-carer-allowance-child-health-care-card?context=22691
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-farm-household-allowance?context=22161
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/new-zealand-citizens-claiming-payments-australia?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-mobility-allowance?context=22501
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-parenting-payment?context=22196
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-pensioner-education-supplement?context=22201
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-special-benefit?context=22281
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-tertiary-access-payment?context=53447
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/who-can-get-carer-payment?context=21816
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/exemptions-to-newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151


Entitlement Permanent 
Residency 

Pacific Engagement 
Visa 

Falepili Treaty Visa  Unprotected Special 
Category Visa (NZ) 

Australian 

Citizenship 

Parental Leave Pay After 2 years 
 

After 2 years 
 

After 2 years 
 

On arrival Yes 

Newborn Upfront 

Payment and 

Newborn Supplement 

After 1 year (must be 
eligible for Family Tax 
Benefit A) 

On arrival 
 

On arrival 
 

On arrival Yes 

Single Income Family 

Supplement 

On arrival On arrival 
 

On arrival 
 

On arrival Yes 

Double Orphan 

Pension 

On arrival On arrival On arrival On arrival Yes 

Foster Child Health 

Care Card 

On arrival 
 

On arrival 
 

On arrival 
 

On arrival Yes 

Carer Allowance After 1 year After 1 year 
 

After 1 year 
 

Not eligible Yes 

Can apply for 
citizenship 

After 4 years, 
including 1 year of 
permanent residency 
 

After 4 years  After 4 years  After 4 years, 
incluidng 1 year of  
holding the SCV 
 

N/A 

Right to vote Not eligible 
 

Not eligible 
 

Not eligible Not eligible Yes 

 

Receive Australian 
passport 

Not eligible 
 

Not eligible 
 

Not eligible 
 

Not eligible 
 

Yes 

 

Work for Australian 
Government 

Not eligible 
 

Not eligible 
 

Not eligible 
 

Not eligible 
 

Yes 

 

Join the Australian 
Defence Force 

Not eligible 
 

Not eligible 
 

Not eligible 
 

Not eligible 
 

Yes 

Can work in New 
Zealand 

Yes (through 
Australian Resident 
Visa) 

Yes (through 
Australian Resident 
Visa) 

Yes (through 
Australian Resident 
Visa) 

Yes (as New Zealand 
citizen or permanent 
resident) 

Yes (through 
Australian Resident 
Visa) 

 

Authors: Stephen Howes and Finn Clarke. Note: Waiting periods for permanent residents apply to visas granted from 1 January 2019 as this was when the Newly Arrived 
Resident’s Waiting Period came into effect. In some cases, the matrix simplifies the requirements and entitlements. See the various links for more detail. 

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/exemptions-to-newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newborn-upfront-payment-and-newborn-supplement
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newborn-upfront-payment-and-newborn-supplement
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newborn-upfront-payment-and-newborn-supplement
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/who-can-get-newborn-upfront-payment-and-newborn-supplement?context=22186
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/who-can-get-newborn-upfront-payment-and-newborn-supplement?context=22186
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/new-zealand-citizens-claiming-payments-australia?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-single-income-family-supplement?context=22211
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-single-income-family-supplement?context=22211
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-single-income-family-supplement?context=22211
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/new-zealand-citizens-claiming-payments-australia?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-double-orphan-pension?context=22141
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-double-orphan-pension?context=22141
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-double-orphan-pension?context=22141
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-double-orphan-pension?context=22141
https://servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-foster-child-health-care-card?context=22681
https://servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-foster-child-health-care-card?context=22681
https://servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-foster-child-health-care-card?context=22681
https://servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-foster-child-health-care-card?context=22681
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/residence-rules-for-carer-allowance?context=21811
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship/become-a-citizen/permanent-resident#Eligibility
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship/become-a-citizen/permanent-resident#Eligibility
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship/become-a-citizen/permanent-resident#Eligibility
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship/become-a-citizen/permanent-resident#Eligibility
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship/become-a-citizen/permanent-resident#Eligibility
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship/become-a-citizen/permanent-resident#Eligibility
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship/become-a-citizen/permanent-resident#Eligibility
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/citizenship/become-a-citizen/permanent-resident#Eligibility
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/entering-and-leaving-australia/new-zealand-citizens/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/entering-and-leaving-australia/new-zealand-citizens/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/entering-and-leaving-australia/new-zealand-citizens/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/visas/permanent-resident/entitlements
https://immi.homeaffairs.gov.au/entering-and-leaving-australia/new-zealand-citizens/entitlements
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.immigration.govt.nz/new-zealand-visas/visas/visa/australian-resident-visa
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/newly-arrived-residents-waiting-period?context=22151#a1

