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2025 summer school students at the welcome dinner at the home of Professor Stephen Howes, with 

Devpol staff and partners, UPNG economics students, and Stephen’s father, John. 
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Implementation progress – second half of 2024 
 

Stream 1: Strengthening SBPP teaching and the student experience 

While the ANU-UPNG partnership goes back to 2012, ANU staff first started teaching at UPNG in 

2015. This year therefore marked the tenth anniversary of ANU support with teaching. The figure 

below shows the remarkable growth in the number of courses and students taught under the 

partnership over that period.  

 

Faculty strengthening - economics 

The project reached several important milestones this semester in terms of its core aim of building up 

the national faculty in the economics division. 

• The first ANU economics graduate UPNG lecturer, Maholopa Laveil, received a scholarship 

to undertake a PhD in economics (also at the ANU).  

• The second ANU economics graduate UPNG lecturer, Kelly Samof, reached the five-year 

mark for lecturing.  

• None of ANU economics graduate lecturers left UPNG in search of alternative employment. 

• Two more completed their economics graduate studies at ANU (Anna Kapil and David Poka) 

and will join UPNG next semester, bring the total to seven. 

 

All the graduates have so far found employment at UPNG. However, employment processes are often 

slow, and some graduates have found themselves on temporary contracts which only provide income 

for part of the year. The partnership supplements the income of the graduates while they are sorting 

out their employment and waiting for full-time contracts. This year income support was provided to 

Kingtau Mambon and Bobby Kunda. Bobby Kunda has been awarded a full-time contract, and it is 

expected he will start on that contract in the new year. It is expected that Kingtau Mambon will be 

offered a contract to replace Maholopa Laveil while he is at ANU for the next four years on a PhD.  

 

Overall, the project has far exceeded expectations in terms of lecturers staying on at UPNG. At some 

point it will no longer be possible for the economics division to absorb returning graduates. The 

following steps are being taken or discussed to maximise opportunities for returning graduates: 
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• More senior undergraduate staff to lecture in MEPP 

• Resurrect the UPNG economics honours program 

• ANU staff no longer to lecture undergraduate courses 

.  

The ANU graduates continue to be mentored both informally and formally, through both teaching and 

research, including through faculty exchange (see below). 

 

Faculty strengthening – public policy 

 

The partnership also focuses on strengthening teaching and capacity within the Policy Management 

and Strategic Management Divisions through ANU staff teaching of undergraduate courses (now 

concluded), and providing MEPP scholarships. An agreement is in place for SBPP to reduce the 

teaching loads of tutors undertaking the MEPP program and, where possible, offer them contracts 

upon graduation. The partnership has so far provided seven scholarships for the MEPP program at 

UPNG. The recipients included six tutors, who were/are teaching and tutoring undergraduate courses 

and the school librarian/support staff (seven in total, including three female). 

• Four MEPP scholarship holders have completed their degrees: Moses Sakai and Kenneth 

Baliwasa in 2022, Lorretta Dilu and Raymond Dorum in 2024.  

• Issabelle Valu completed her coursework for Years 1 and 2 and is now working on a research 

paper studying women's participation in democratic politics under Nematullah Bizhan's 

(ANU) supervision. She is expected to graduate in 2025. 

• Molly Yokko successfully completed her first year and in 2025 will be in her second year of 

the MEPP program. 

• In 2024, Walo Katabali received the MEPP scholarship for 2025 and 2026. He is tutoring 

public policy courses and is expected to continue teaching in the division after graduation. 

 

Moses Sakai secured a position as a Fellow at the National Research Institution of PNG (2023). He 

taught at UPNG for five years (including two years during his studies and one year after graduation). 

Raymond Dorum (an economics tutor) joined the Treasury Department in 2024 after tutoring for 

about two years. Kenneth and Lorretta are teaching in the Strategic Management Division. Issabelle is 

working as a tutor in public policy. Molly Yokko manages the SBPP library and supports MEPP 

students in accessing academic resources. The ANU staff formally and informally mentor the MEPP 

graduates who are teaching. In terms of faculty exchange, in 2024, the Head of the Policy 

Management Division, Jack Assa, visited ANU to attend the Australasian Aid Conference and 

collaborate on research. 

Contractual arrangements for MEPP graduates have been a challenge, with both Loretta and Issabella 

still on temporary contracts.  

Courses taught 

Six ANU-supported lecturers and five ANU-trained lecturers taught seven postgraduate and eight 

undergraduate courses with 194 female and 327 male students (522 in total) in Semester 2, Trimester 

II and Trimester III. Three postgraduate courses were delivered in hybrid mode (i.e. both online and in-

person). A list of all courses taught is provided below. 
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No. Course Lecturer 

Year 

Level 

Students 

Female Male 

People 

with a 

disability Total 

Post-graduate teaching: Trimester II (May-Aug) and III (Aug-Dec) 

1 

Issues in Public Sector 

Management 

Nematullah 

Bizhan 
PG1 

10 23 0 33 

2 

Quantitative Research 

Methods  
Thomas Wangi PG1 

12 20 0 32 

3 

Macroeconomic Analysis 

and Policy 
Martin Davies PG1 

12 20 0 32 

4 

Global Economic and 

Policy Issues 

Eugene 

Ezebilo 
PG2 

13 26 0 39 

5 

Applied Cost-benefit 

Analysis 
Toan Nguyen PG1 

11 22 0 33 

6 

Development Thinking 

and Policy 

Nematullah 

Bizhan 
PG1 

11 18 0 29 

7 

MEPP research papers 

(year-long) 

Lawrence 

Sause and 

Nematullah 

Bizhan 

PG2 

4 5 0 9 

Undergraduate teaching: Semester II (July-Dec) 

8 Monetary Economics Kelly Samof UG4 13 16 1* 29 

9 

Principles of 

Macroeconomics 

Andrew Anton 

Mako 
UG2 

42 55 0 97 

10 
Labour Economics 

Jollanda 

Mathew 
UG4 

12 17 0 29 

11 

Advanced 

Macroeconomics 

Jollanda 

Mathew 
UG3 

9 25 0 34 

12 

Quantitative Economics 

II 
Maho Laveil UG3 

9 25 0 34 

13 

Environmental 

Economics 

Kingtau 

Mambon 
UG4 

13 17 1* 30 

14 Economic development Bobby Kunda UG4 10 23 0 33 

15 Economic Policy Bobby Kunda UG3 13 15 1* 28 

  
TOTAL 

    

194 

 

327 

 1* 522 

* The same student with a disability attended three courses. 

 

A student with a disability was enrolled in three undergraduate economics courses in Semester 2. The 

student had vision problem. Relevant support was provided to the student during the semester including 

provision of printed lecture notes. The student was encouraged to sit closer to the front, as well as to 

see an optometrist, who among others advised the student to reduce screen time.  
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All of the above courses were evaluated. The evaluations were very positive, showed improvement 

from past years, and are discussed further in the performance section. 

 

MEPP  

The Master of Economics and Public Policy (MEPP) is a major focus of the partnership. ANU staff 

teach into the project, supervise research students, and help coordinate the program. Key progress and 

challenges include the following 

• The total number of MEPP students remained above 30, the same as Trimester 1 (33 students). 

However, sadly one of the MEPP students passed away in Trimester 3. This figure represents a 

slight decrease compared to 2023, aligning with the Partnership's objective of maintaining a 

maximum admission cap of 40 students. This cap was agreed upon between the two schools to limit 

the number of students and maintain the quality of the MEPP program.  

 

• Although total enrolments have slightly decreased compared to last year, the current numbers still 

place significant demands on lecturers. With the increased teaching load, maintaining the quality 

of teaching and sustainability of the current format of the program remains a priority. Additional 

tutoring and marking support were available to lecturers as per demand.  

 

• A research grant of K1,500 was introduced by the Partnership in 2021, supporting the MEPP 

research students' fieldwork and data collection. In 2024, nine students (4 female and 5 male) 

received approval to complete a research paper as part of the MEPP program, receiving their first 

instalment of research grants (K750). The rest will be paid to the students after submitting their 

final research papers in early 2025. Dr Lawrence Sause (UPNG) and Dr Nematullah Bizhan (ANU) 

are coordinating the research program of the MEPP. ANU and UPNG researchers continue to 

supervise the students' research projects.  

 

• Mobile internet: Online teaching support was provided for four MEPP courses. This included 

provision of after-hour taxi fare for tutors and mobile internet costs. Given the scaling back of 

Group 1 Partnership staff/lecturers in 2024 and 2025, support for tutors who will be assisting 

online teaching and other project activities will be provided.  

 

• Guest lectures. Four guest lectures by prominent scholars and policymakers were organised for 

the MEPP year 1 and year 2 students, as well as to the MEPP alumni. The topics and guest 

lecturers are listed below:   

 

• Professor Paul Burke, Deputy Director of the Crawford School of Public Policy and Head of 

the Arndt-Corden Department of Economics at the Australian National University, delivered a 

lecture to MEPP Year 1 and Year 2 students and MEPP former graduates on Zero-Carbon 

Energy Opportunities in the Asia-Pacific on 19 August 2024. 
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From left to right: Dr. Sause (Acting Dean, SBPP), Professor Burke (Deputy Director, Crawford 

School of Public Policy, ANU), Professor Pillai (Acting Pro Vice-Chancellor, UPNG), and Dr. Bizhan 

(Visiting Lecturer, UPNG). The guest lecture was presented to MEPP students, alumni, and UPNG 

staff. 

 

• Ms. Courtney Cleary, Assistant Secretary (Economics) at AHC, visited the MEPP class of 

cost benefit analysis to learn more about the program (2 October 2024). 

 

Ms Cleary, seated at the centre. 

• Dr. Andrew Carter, Adviser to the PNG Treasurer, presented a guest lecture to the MEPP 

Cost-Benefit Analysis class on 16 October 2024. His talk focused on the opportunities and 

challenges of using administrative data for impact evaluation within government agencies. 

 

• Dr. Safa Fanaian, a Research Fellow from the Crawford School of Public Policy, delivered a 

lecture on Water and Development to the Development Thinking and Policy class on 17 

October 2024. Dr. Fanaian's expertise lies in advancing research on water justice, 

environmental economics, and environmental governance. 
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Dr Fanaian (centre, standing) with the MEPP Year 1 students.  

 

• Mr David H. Young, Deputy Director of the Lessons Learned Program at the Office of the 

Special Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction (SIGAR), delivered a lecture on 

Development and State-Building Lessons from U.S. Intervention in Afghanistan to the 

Development Thinking and Policy class on 22 October 2024. 

 

          Mr Young (on screen (online) from Washington, DC) with the MEPP class following the lecture.  
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MEPP class in Term 3 2024 with lecturer Dr Nguyen (centre, standing). 

 

Improving the student experience 

• Student associations: The Partnership provides financial support to the Economics Student 

Society (ESS) and Public Policy and Management Student Association (PPMSA) with up to 

K5,000 per semester (K2,500 each). Both ESS and PPMSA continued their activities in 

Semester 2, some of which were supported/funded by the Partnership, which included the 

following:  

 

o Mufti Day – Organised by ESS 

o Student Essay Competition – Organised by ESS 

o  End-of-year function and motivational talk– Organised by PPMSA 
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       ESS Mufti-day 2024. Photo by ESS. 

• Alumni association: As part of the Partnership’s effort to maintain contact with UPNG 

alumni, the Partnership continues to promote and expand the Partnership’s economics alumni 

Facebook page for recent graduates. Other social media platforms such as WhatsApp group 

chats are also used to further expand this effort. The social media platforms have become very 

useful tools for sharing information about economic research, job opportunities, and other 

outreach activities.  

 

• Prizes for the best students: The ANU initiated prizes for the best female and male 

economics students graduating from UPNG in 2021. In 2023, this idea was taken on board by 

SBPP and prizes for the top students in each of the SBPP discipline were awarded, as well as 

prizes for the best male and best female in SBPP. In 2024, the entire university adopted it and 

gave prices to all top students in each school and discipline. For Economics division, the Sir 

Mekere Morauta Prize was awarded to Mr Jezreel Kassam, who is also the 2025/2026 

recipient of the ANU Scholarship under the ANU-UPNG Partnership. We expect this to 

continue in 2025 and beyond. 
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Photo: Jezreel Kassam, the recipient of Sir Mekere Morauta Prize of 2024. Photo source: 

Facebook/Australia High Commission. 

 

• Reading groups: This series of reading groups was introduced in 2021 to provide UPNG 

students and staff members with an opportunity for discussions outside the classroom. The 

reading groups are small and informal, and aim to have a high level of participation and 

engagement from attendees. Jollanda Mathew led the coordination of the reading groups, with 

assistance from Bobby Kunda, Jezreel Kassam, Kelly Samof and Andrew Anton Mako. 

Jollanda, Bobby and Kelly are former ANU Scholarship recipients and current UPNG 

economics lecturers. Jezreel will commence MIDEC studies at ANU for 2025/2026 as he was 

awarded an ANU Scholarship under the ANU-UPNG Partnership. Jezreel was employed as 

an Economics Tutor at UPNG in 2024 in accordance with the MOA between him, ANU and 

SBPP. 

 

Three reading groups were held in person in Semester 2, focusing on various topical issues on 

PNG. Female students made up more than 80% of the reading groups participants. The key 

reference document used for the Reading Group Workshops is the Papua New Guinea: 

Government, Economy and Society. Noting its importance to student learning, the series is 

planned to continue in 2025, with a greater focus to help students develop their reading and 

analytical skills. 

 

Stream 2: Collaborative research and outreach 

PNG Update 

Organised by the UPNG and ANU, the annual PNG Update is the premier forum for the discussion of 

research and analysis relating to contemporary economic and public policy issues in PNG. 

The 2024 PNG Update was held at UPNG SBPP on 21-22 August, with the theme, ‘Securing stable 

environment for growth and development’. 
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A separate report for the conference is attached as Annex 1, which includes the evaluation survey 

results. Key highlights include the following: 

• The conference was opened by the Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, the Honourable 

James Marape MP. Other keynote speakers included: 

o Professor Cecilia Nembou, Acting Vice Chancellor, UPNG; 

o Mr Allan Bird, Governor for East Sepik Province, PNG; 

o His Excellency Mr John Feakes, Australian High Commissioner to PNG; 

o Professor Paul Burke, Deputy Director of the Crawford School, Australian National 

University (ANU). 

• The conference also had numerous keynote panellists, including: 

o Mr Andrew Oaeke, Secretary, Department of Treasury; 

o Mr Jeffrey Yabom, Deputy Governor, Bank of Papua New Guinea; 

o Mr Sohrab Rafiq, Resident Representative, International Monetary Fund; 

o Dr Martin Davies, Professor, Washington and Lee University / Australian National 

University; 

o Ms Winnie Kiap CBE, former Papua New Guinea High Commissioner to the United 

Kingdom 

o Dr Joanne Loundes, Australian Deputy High Commissioner to PNG; 

o Mr Oliver Nobetau, FDC Pacific Fellow, Lowy Institute; 

o Mr David Chen, Lecturer, PNG University of Technology 

• The conference was attended by over 1,600 attendees across two days (a similar level to 1,800 

attendees in 2023 and a significant increase from 1,000 attendees in 2022). 

• Participants found the 2024 PNG Update to be of high quality overall – the average rating 

across 8 indicators was 4.35 out of 5. 

• We had slightly fewer presenters this year than last (see graph below) due to a decision to 

allow more time for Q&A (and therefore have fewer presentations). However, we continued 

to have a strong representation of Papua New Guinean speakers and authors – 69% of 

presenters and 65% of authors were from PNG. 

• 150 submissions were received by the committee this year, the highest number recorded since 

the Update began. Of these, 3 panels and 58 abstracts were presented. 

• The share of female presenters has continued to increase (42% in 2024 compared to 37% in 

2023 and 26% in 2022), thanks to the introduction of funding support for the travel of female 

Papua New Guinean presenters. 

• The Asia Foundation provided support for three female Papua New Guinean researchers, 

three early career Papua New Guinean researchers and eleven PNG and Pacific Island 

postgraduate students to travel to and present at the conference. 
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Note: The PNG Update was not held in 2020 or 2021. 

ANU-UPNG seminar series 

The monthly seminar series co-hosted by ANU and UPNG was introduced in 2020 to provide a 

platform for research supported through the Partnership and to invite guest speakers who are also 

working on issues in PNG.  

We continued the series in the second half of 2024 and held three hybrid seminars (July, September, 

October) across two venues – ANU Crawford School of Public Policy and UPNG School of Business 

and Public Policy. The issues covered in the seminars were excess liquidity in the financial system, 

autonomy and death penalty. The events were well attended. The seminar will continue in 2025. 

PNG Project 

Collaborative research was pursued in the second half of 2024. Key research projects include the 

following: 

• Student views (public opinion survey): A survey to gauge the views of UPNG students 

systematically on topical issues was conducted by UPNG economics lecturer Kelly Samof. 

Results were presented at the 2024 PNG Update, and a summary of the research also released 

through a blog post via Devpolicy.org. 

• Exchange rate and commodity price indices: Joint work on this subject was completed and 

presented by UPNG economics lecturer Bobby Kunda and Professor Stephen Howes as the 

2024 PNG Update. 

• Gender research, including on GBV and polygamy was published, including a World Bank 

Policy Research Working Paper, titled “Do disasters always increase intimate partner violence? 

Evidence from the 2018 earthquake in Papua New Guinea”, written by Alyssa Leng of Devpol 

(ANU), and Sharad Tandon of the World Bank, and key results were presented during a session 

on GBV at the 2024 PNG Update.  A session was also convened at the PNG Update including 

ANU and UPNG researchers to discuss Femili PNG FSV client data. 

• Resource revenue: Martin Davies continued his comparative international research with 

Marcel Shroeder (ADB, formerly ANU) into fiscal resource revenue. Key findings of the 
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research were presented at the 2024 PNG Update, and a journal article on it was also published. 

• Civil service reform: Nemat Bizhan and Stephen Howes published a discussion paper on the 

history of civil service reform in PNG in early 2024. A revised version of the paper was 

submitted for publication to a high-ranking academic journal in the field.  

• Institutional sources of cooperation, competition and conflict in developing countries: the 

cases of civil service administration in Papua New Guinea and Afghanistan: Nematullah 

Bizhan continued his research with Williams Maley (ANU) on institutional sources of 

cooperation, competition and conflict in developing countries. Key findings were presented at 

the 2024 PNG Update.   

• Politics: Alyssa Leng published a discussion paper on how holding ministerial office affects 

re-election rates for politicians in PNG. Results were presented at the 2024 PNG Update, and a 

summary of the research was also published as a Devpolicy blog. 

• Migration: The Partnership is supporting commentary and research into the new PEV in PNG. 

A session on this important issue was organised at the 2024 PNG Update, which generated a 

lot of interest and discussions. 

• The PNG economic history book, Struggle, reform, boom and bust: An economic history of 

Papua New Guinea since independence, was copyedited and will be published by as been ANU 

Press in 2025 in line with PNG’s 50th anniversary.  

• Tax changes: Scholarship holder, Anna Kapil, did summer research at Devpol to further her 

work on the progressivity of income tax in PNG. A discussion paper will be published in 2025. 

Andrew Anton Mako and Stephen Howes recommended zero-rating GST on essentials. Their 

recommendation was taken up in the 2024 budget. 

o Water governance Scholarship holder, David Poka, did summer research analysing logging 

exports. 

o Economic growth. Kingtau Mambon published research via a blog explaining the contrasting 

growth trajectories of PNG and Malaysia. 

o Decentralisation. Maholopa Laveil continued to publish his research into fiscal 

decentralisation via two blogs 

 

SBPP librarian  

The project continued to fund a UPNG librarian in 2024 to maintain a dedicated library in the SBPP 

building. Over 3,000 books are now available for more than 500 library membership holders, which 

include both students and staff. 

MEPP research 

Several ANU staff including Nematullah Bizhan, Grant Walton, Toan Nguyen, and Martin Davies are 

supervising MEPP students’ research projects. This is a major time commitment and contribution to 

research as well. 

 

PhD supervision  

Dr Grant Walton has supervised a UPNG PhD candidate.  

PNG Databases 

During Semester 2, we kept our PNG databases up to date as follows: 

• PNG Budget Database (https://devpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/png-project/png-budget-

database): The database was updated with the 2023 Final Budget Outcome and 2025 Budget 

and with additional subnational expenditure data.  

https://devpolicy.org/lessons-on-growth-from-malaysia-for-png-20241113/
https://devpolicy.org/lessons-on-growth-from-malaysia-for-png-20241113/
https://devpolicy.org/new-data-on-sub-national-governments-in-png-20241218/
https://devpolicy.org/pngs-special-support-grants-20240724/
https://devpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/png-project/png-budget-database
https://devpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/png-project/png-budget-database
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• PNG MP Database (https://devpolicy.org/pngmps/): This database was kept up to date.  

• PNG Elections Database (https://devpolicy.org/pngelections/): We have now obtained 2022 

data from the Electoral Commission. Owing to their format (hand-written PDFs, often poorly 

formatted) data entry is taking a long time, but we will finish tidying the data and release 

them in the first quarter of 2025. 

• PNG Economic Database (http://devpolicy.org/pngeconomic/): The database was updated 

where new data was available. 

• PNG District Level Database: No update was needed. 

Outreach  

• The Devpolicy Blog: Devpolicy.org is the online public outreach portal for the Development 

Policy Centre at ANU. In the second semester, Devpolicy.org continued to publish several 

posts related to or directly on PNG. Many of those blogs were authored or co-authored by 

Papua New Guineans. These blog posts are widely read in PNG, and those focusing on PNG 

are often republished in PNG newspapers.  

 

• PNG Project News: The newsletter provided regular Partnership-related updates 

every four weeks during Semester 2 and continued to highlight PNG-related research, 

blogs and events, and currently has over 1,300 subscribers.  

 

Stream 3: Student and faculty exchanges 

Visit of ANU Deputy Director of the Crawford School of Public Policy: The visit by Deputy 

Director of Crawford coincided with the 2024 PNG Update Conference where he delivered an 

addressed. The Deputy Director delivered a guest lecture to the MEPP students and alumni (see 

above), and officiated at the prize-awarding ceremony of the ANU Exam Results. Such visits by 

senior staff and management of the ANU (including by the Vice Chancellor of ANU in 2023) 

continue to strengthen and deepen the relationship between the two universities.   

 

Visit of UPNG lecturers: In December, four UPNG Economics lecturers who had studied at ANU, 

and the Head of the Policy Management Division of SBPP visited Canberra for two weeks to attend 

the Australasian AID Conference and to undertake research. This was the second year in which this 

trip was undertaken. The visits are very successful in furthering the partnership’s aim of faculty 

exchange, and supporting the new UPNG lecturers and encouraging their research.  

 

Visit of Prof Martin Davies: In addition to lecturing in T2, Prof Davies also undertook a research 

and outreach visit in November/December 2004. During his visit, Prof Davies met and discussed his 

research with key stakeholders, including representatives from the Bank of Papua New Guinea, 

private sector leaders, and institutions like the Institute of National Affairs (INA) and the Australian 

High Commission. He also presented his work at a roundtable discussion on strategic competition in 

foreign aid at the Australian High Commission, and a talk on real wage growth in Papua New Guinea 

over three decades at INA, both generating meaningful engagement and collaboration.  

 

 

https://devpolicy.org/pngmps/
https://devpolicy.org/pngelections/
http://devpolicy.org/pngeconomic/
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Returned UPNG lecturers, current UPNG students, and Devpol staff, current and former, at a dinner at 

Professor Stephen Howes’ residence as part of the annual research visit of UPNG lecturers to ANU. 

 

Masters’ students 

• ANU scholarship: The scholarship program supports UPNG graduates in economics through 

postgraduate study of a Master of International and Development Economics (MIDEC) at 

ANU. The sixth recipient, Kingtau Mambon graduated with the Master of International and 

Development Economics (MIDEC), returned to UPNG, and began teaching economics 

courses as a lecturer in Semester 2 of 2024. The two recipients for the 2023/2024 round, 

David Poka and Anna Kapil, have successfully completed the MIDEC at ANU and will return 

to UPNG beginning of 2025. The 2024/2025 ANU Scholarship recipient, Masidah Tonaim, 

will commence her second year of MIDEC in 2025.  Mr Jezreel Kassam, the 2025/2026 (and 

10th) recipient will commence MIDEC study at ANU in early January 2025. Noting the 

Second Phase of the ANU-UPNG Partnership funding ends early 2026, we have paused the 

awarding of the next round of ANU Scholarship, until after a new funding agreement is 

signed for the Third Phase of the Partnership.  

Masidah Tonaim struggled a lot in S1. Her performance improved in S2, but tragically her 

mother died in November. She will therefore have to complete her 2024 S2 assessment in 

early 2025 and it is too early to say whether she will be able to continue.  

We are proud that Maholopa Laveil, a former ANU Scholarship recipient and economics 

lecturer at UPNG was awarded an Australian Awards Scholarship to study PhD in economics 

at the Crawford School, ANU, beginning 2025. It is a testament to his commitment as well as 
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reflects the success of the ANU-UPNG Partnership. The following is a brief testimony by Mr 

Laveil. 

 

Short Testimony – Maholopa Laveil 

My name is Maholopa Laveil, I hail from Manus province, and I have been lecturing in under-

graduate economics at the University of Papua New Guinea’s (UPNG) School of Business and 

Public Policy (SBPP) since 2019. I have recently received an Australian Awards Scholarship 

to undertake a PhD in Economics degree at the Crawford School of Public Policy at the 

Australian National University (ANU).  

Since 2012, the Australian National University (ANU) through the Development Policy Centre 

and UPNG’s SBPP entered into a partnership, introducing a program to improve the teaching 

and research of the economics and public policy strands offered by UPNG. Part of the program 

involved funding exceptional economics students to ANU to undertake an International and 

Development Economics Masters degree with the intention these students return and lecture 

for 5 years. I was a beneficiary of this scholarship in 2017 and 2018.  

The ANU-UPNG Partnership has greatly shaped my career in development economics. Apart 

from providing me with the means to pursues a Masters degree, I have had excellent research 

mentors at the Development Policy Centre such as Dr Terence Wood, Professor Stephen 

Howes, Rohan Fox, and Paul Flanagan. I have been able to publish blogs, discussion papers 

and journal articles on PNG’s trade policy, fiscal policy, and politics. This exposure has also 

led me to be called upon to provide analysis for the media, including local newspapers and 

organisations such as the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, British Broadcasting 

Corporation, Washington Post, Nikkei Asia, and the Guardian. 

My success is a testament to the ANU-UPNG Partnership’s tremendous contribution to 

research and training in PNG. Often overlooked is its contribution to teaching, leading to a 

large number of skilled economics graduates entering PNG’s workforce, improving work on 

development. 

All of the successes mentioned above would not be possible without the ANU-UPNG 

Partnership for which we are eternally grateful. 

 

• UPNG MEPP scholarship: The Partnership started providing this scholarship to tutors in 

UPNG’s Public Policy Management (PPM) Division in 2020 with the aim to build up the 

teaching capacity in the division. Recipients study the Master of Economics and Public Policy 

(MEPP) at UPNG, and upon the completion of study, they continue teaching as a lecturer or 

tutor in the Division. The 2022/2023 recipients, Mr Raymond Dorum and Ms Loretta Dilu 

graduated in April 2024. Refer below a Reflection by Ms Loretta Dilu on the MEPP 

scholarship. The 2023/2024 scholarship recipient, Ms Issabelle Vilau, has completed the 

second year of MEPP studies in 2024, and is expected to graduate in April 2025. Ms Molly 

Yokko, the 2024/2025 recipient has completed her first of studies. We have finalised the 

selection for 2025/2026 round, and Mr Walo Katabali, a tutor from PPM division of the SBPP 

has been selected as the recipient. To-date, seven scholarships were awarded, with three 

female recipients. 
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Reflection on MEPP Scholarship: Ms Loretta Dilu 

Getting a Bachelor’s degree was not enough for me. I always have the urge of pursuing further 

studies. It is a blessing to be given the MEPP scholarship. During my two year of studies the MEPP 

scholarship program has been helpful in terms of the financial support for the tuition fees and living 

stipend which was very good. The partnership brings in some of the best senior academics and 

researchers who has wealth of knowledge and experiences to teach MEPP courses. The most 

challenging phase on my journey was when I took research in my second year of studies. It was a 

rollercoaster, yet rewarding because I worked with one of the best senior academic and researcher, 

Dr. Nayahamui Michelle Rooney who had not only supervise my research paper, but provide advices 

about life and I really appreciate that. I would say this scholarship program has developed the 

capacity of young academics and transformed lives as well. It is an effective program that elevated my 

capabilities and has earned me a place at the university to be an academic.  Teaching and research is 

my passion and MEPP has enabled me to realize my dream of working in academia and engage in 

research projects. I am currently engaged in two projects run by National Democratic Institute (NDI) 

and United Nations Institute of Research and Training (UNITAR). I’m thankful to the partnership and 

the continuous support from the Australian Government for investing in capacity development of the 

School of Business and Public Policy at the University of Papua New Guinea.  

 

ANU Summer School 

The ANU-UPNG Summer School provides an opportunity for five of the best third-year students 

from the Division of Economics and five of the best third-year students from Public Policy 

Management each year to attend an intensive program of study at ANU. Ten candidates (five female 

and five male students) were selected to participate in the 2025 ANU Summer School. We spent 

Semester 2 preparing for their travel. All students received their passports and visas by September 

2024 before the students left UPNG campus for holidays in October. All students travelled to 

Canberra on 9 January 2025.  

 

Stream 4: Project management 

Partnership management arrangements 

Project management went well with regular update meetings with Abt Associates monthly. The 

Project Coordinator/Visiting Lecturer Andrew Anton Mako liaises with colleagues from Abt 

Associates, including through the monthly meetings, as well as performs other task related to the 

Partnership at UPNG, apart from teaching undergraduate courses.  

Program Officer Aloha Jeon, and Research Assistant Finn Clarke provide support from Canberra.  

Performance 

Economics exam 

ANU has run an annual exam in economics at UPNG since 2013. One of its aims is to measure the 

effect of the Partnership on student performance over time, especially from 2015 when ANU lecturers 

started teaching economics at UPNG. 

The exams test basic math, microeconomics, and macroeconomics. As of 2014, the exams have been 

designed to be comparable over time by retaining this structure of ‘math, micro, macro’ questions. 

The standard is roughly comparable to what would be expected of second year undergraduate students 

at the ANU. 



ANU-UPNG Partnership: 2024 Semester 2 Deliverables Report  17 
 

After a drop in 2022 and 2023, there was a major turnaround in results in 2024 with the average mark 

exceeding 70% compared to around 35% last year. The number of students who participated in the 

exam also increased to 62 when compared to 55 in 2023 and 27 in 2022. 

Figure 2 (of the report): 4th year student average and median grade out of 100, 2013–2024 

 

 

The results are discussed in detail in Annex 2 attached. 

After detailed discussions were held between the ANU and UPNG teams, strategies (including the 

following) were put in place to improve the performance of the students in 2024, which paid off 

impressively. 

1. Provided cash prizes to top three students from each cohort (3rd year and 4th year 

students)  

2. Provided certificates to all students to sat the exam. 

3.  Compiled past exams into a booklet, some sets of answers, and distributed to all 3rd and 

4th year students. Encouraged students to use the booklet for revisions, and lecturers to 

use them as a source of problems. 

4. Revision classes were conducted based on the past exams.  

Course evaluations 

Except for MEPP Research Papers, all postgraduate and undergraduate courses taught by ANU lecturers, 

ANU-affiliated lecturers, and ANU-graduate lecturers were evaluated. The average course and the 

average lecturer scores were both 4.4 out of 5. These results show improvement when compared to 

Semester 1, where the scores were 4.1 and 4.3, respectively.  

Looking back over a longer time frame, the figure below is instructive. There has been some drop off in 

course evaluation results. This is not surprising given that (a) experienced ANU lecturers have largely 

been replaced by less experienced UPNG lecturers and (b) teaching was much more difficult during 

COVID. Pleasingly, however, the drop off in average course evaluations has stabilised and indeed in part 

reversed.  
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Reporting against partnership objectives 

The project judges its progress against several important indicators as set out in each annual plan. 

Performance against these using a ‘traffic light’ rating system is summarised below. This matrix has 

been updated in this report reflecting the partnership’s evolution. 

 

INDICATOR RATING COMMENTS 

Strengthening SBPP teaching and the 

student experience 

  

ANU lecturers in place and teaching at 

UPNG (in person or virtually) 

 ANU and ANU-affiliated staff continued 

to lecture using a mix of in-person and on 

line.  

Growing number of UPNG lecturers trained 

by the program  

 This year there were five in economics 

trained at ANU and next year there will be 

six (with one leaving for a PhD). Two 

economics lecturers have been at UPNG 

for five years as per their original 

commitment. None have left.  

 

  Three public policy tutors/lecturers have  

completed the MEPP; one has left.  

Teaching evaluations   Evaluation scores improved for most of 

the courses taught by the ANU-graduate 

UPNG lecturers.  

ANU-UPNG annual exam in economics  The exam was conducted with 62 students 

attending. The results show a significant 

improvement in the performance 

compared to 2022 and 2023. Strategies put 

in place by ANU and UPNG teams 

worked, and will continue in 2025 and 

beyond.  
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MEPP  More than 30 students enrolled in 

Trimester II and III 2023. The program is 

running well. 

Collaborative Research and 

Outreach 

  

Research outputs  The PNG economic history book has 

been accepted by the publisher to be 

publish in 2025 to coincide with PNG’s 

50th Independence anniversary; a range 

of other research underway. 

ANU-UPNG research collaboration  Both major books, and other smaller 

projects show a high level of 

collaboration. 

Seminars/workshops/presentations at 

ANU/UPNG 

 Three ANU-UPNG seminars, and one 

conference. 

Student and faculty exchanges in 

economics and public policy 

  

ANU scholarships  Two ANU master’s students successfully 

completed MIDEC program end of 2024. 

The 2024/2025 ANU scholarship 

recipient completed their first year of 

studies in 2024, but struggled. The ANU 

scholarship recipients for the 2025/2026 

has completed one year of tutoring at 

UPNG, and will commence study at 

ANU in January 2025. We have 

improved our monitoring arrangements 

for MIDEC students. 

MEPP scholarships   

Program management   

Adequate M&E and risk management  Timely reporting. Risk management 

adequate. 

Challenges, risks and lessons learnt 
Overall, the project is going well and on track to complete key deliverables. In particular, the 

economics division has been transformed with the return and retention of a significant number of 

ANU graduates. 

As in 2024, we will endeavour to manage the challenges due to the reduced budget and reduction in 

the cap on staff in Port Moresby to deliver on our key targets in 2025.  

Some risks and ongoing challenges remain: 

• The number doing MEPP research papers needs to continue to require to be limited. 



ANU-UPNG Partnership: 2024 Semester 2 Deliverables Report  20 
 

• Many reforms are needed at UPNG, and they are not happening or not happening fast enough. 

The provision of accommodation for staff would encourage them to stay. 

• Delays in putting staff on full-time contracts is a source of stress and risk and may lead to 

staff leaving. 

• Safety for women, and vulnerability to sexual harassment at UPNG, continues to be an issue 

that needs to be addressed by university management.  

• Security environment is challenging, but we continue to maintain good communication with 

the Abt Security team for support. 

• With only two staff allowed to be based in POM now, extra effort needs to be made to keep 

good communications with our UPNG colleagues. 

• The ANU-UPNG Partnership places a high priority on GEDSI (Gender Equality, Disability 

and Social Inclusion). The Partnership encourages women researchers and academics’ 

participation in key events such as the PNG Update Conference, which has seen an increase 

in PNG women researchers’ submission and presentations in the conference in the recent 

years, including at the PNG update this year. The Partnership ensures that there is gender 

balance in the Summer School program, as well as supports equal participation in student 

leadership in student associations and academic activities. We have had more participation by 

more female students (over 80%) in our regular reading group events during the semester. 

Seven MEPP Scholarships have been awarded to-date, including three to female students. A 

student with disability was supported during the semester including provision of course 

materials, giving him space in front of the class, and urged to seek medical assistance. 
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Annex 1: 2024 PNG Update Report 
Alyssa Leng and Grant Walton 

 

Introduction and overview 

 

The 2024 PNG Update was held on 21-22 August at the University of Papua New Guinea (UPNG) School 

of Business and Public Policy (SBPP). The theme of this year’s Update was: Securing a Stable 

Environment for Growth and Development.  The two-day conference was launched by the Prime 

Minister of Papua New Guinea, the Honourable James Marape MP. Other keynote speakers included: 

 

• The Honourable Allan Bird, East Sepik Governor 
• Dr Cecilia Nembou, Acting Vice Chancellor, UPNG; 

• His Excellency Mr John Feakes, Australian High Commissioner to PNG; 

• Professor Paul Burke, Deputy Director, Crawford School of Public Policy, Australian National 
University (ANU). 

 
The conference also had numerous keynote panellists, including: 
 

• Mr Andrew Oaeke, Secretary, Department of Treasury; 

• Mr Jeffrey Yabom, Deputy Governor, Bank of Papua New Guinea; 

• Mr Sohrab Rafiq, Resident Representative, International Monetary Fund; 

• Dr Martin Davies, Professor, Washington and Lee University / Australian National University; 

• Ms Winnie Kiap CBE, former Papua New Guinea High Commissioner to the United Kingdom 

• Dr Joanne Loundes, Australian Deputy High Commissioner to PNG; 

• Mr Oliver Nobetau, FDC Pacific Fellow, Lowy Institute; 

• Mr David Chen, Lecturer, PNG University of Technology 
 

The conference included sessions on economic issues, gender, family and sexual violence, banking and 
finance, politics and governance, forestry and agriculture, climate change and education at the 
tertiary, secondary and primary levels among many others.  
 
The annual event is jointly organised by the UPNG’s School of Business and Public Policy and the ANU’s 

Development Policy Centre. UPNG management organises most of the site logistics for the Update, 

with student volunteers and departments across the university helping with preparation and running 

it. The Department of Hospitality and Tourism organises catering. In 2024, the media and ICT team at 

UPNG organised media and promotion, recorded sessions and streamed keynote sessions live to 

Facebook.  

 
Funding was provided by the PNG-Australia Partnership, with assistance for travel from The Asia 
Foundation.   
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In total over 1600 people registered for the conference in 2024, in addition over 50 people live-

streamed the event. This is close to the largest level of official attendance on record for the conference 

(1800 in 2023). It is also worth noting that many more unregistered participants attended the Update.   

 

Overall, the event was a success. This is evidenced in the following sections of this report which 

highlight key trends of authors and presenters and participants’ feedback, along with photos.  

 

Analysis of submissions, presenters and authors 

A committee comprising staff from both UPNG and ANU selected presenters based on the quality of 

their abstract and how well they fit into the program. 

150 submissions were received by the committee this year, the highest number recorded since the 

Update began. Of these, 3 panels and 58 abstracts were presented.1 The number of submissions was 

relatively steady between the 2017 and 2022 PNG Updates, with a major increase beginning in 2023 

and continuing into 2024. 

 

There were in total 108 presenters and 125 authors at the 2024 PNG Update. This is the second largest 

number of presenters to date for the PNG Update, but represents a drop in the number of presenters 

relative to 2023. This is the result of scheduling less presentations within individual parallel sessions, 

so as to provide sufficient time for both presentations and Q&A. 42% of presenters and 38% of authors 

were female (improving upon 37% and 32% respectively last year), and 69% of presenters and 65% of 

authors were Papua New Guinean. This represents the highest proportion of female presenters that 

has been recorded since PNG Update records began in 2014. In part, this increase in female 

participation was driven by targeted assistance provided to female Papua New Guinean presenters 

supported by the Asian Foundation.  

 

 
1 A slightly higher number of abstracts were accepted, but a number of presentations were unfortunately 
unable to attend the event. 
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The share of Papua New Guinean presenters and authors declined in 2024 relative to the last two 

years, but remains high. This may be driven by fewer presentations being made by presenters and 

authors from UPNG; despite this, participation from UPNG remains substantial, with 31% of 

presenters originating from UPNG in 2024. 

 

 

The number of authors in 2024 declined relative to the lowest level since 2017, bucking a clear upward 

trend over the last ten years. The number of Papua New Guinean authors fell significantly from 140 

to 81, but remains higher than any year between 2014 and 2019. Both changes are likely due to an 

increase in the number of presentations with single authors. The number of Papua New Guinean 

women authors decreased to 27 in 2024 after a major peak in 2023 (47). Author representation from 

UPNG fell by close to half, from 60 UPNG authors in 2023 to 34 in 2024. 

 

 

 

Participant evaluation  
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This year, 772 feedback and evaluation forms were received from participants. This is a major 

improvement on the 281 feedback and evaluation forms received at the 2023 PNG Update. The 

following results are drawn from these evaluation forms, which featured eight quantitative questions 

asking participants to provide a numerical rating, and six qualitative questions asking participants to 

provide a comment.  

 

Participants found the 2024 PNG Update to be of high quality overall. On a scale of 1 to 5 (very poor 

to excellent), average ratings across all areas and days of the conference were all above 4.2. 

Participants continue to be most impressed by the venue and facilities, and the usefulness of 

knowledge gained as well as the relevance of topics discussed. The practical applications of 

presentations for policymakers and catering scored the lowest, but levels of satisfaction nevertheless 

remain high and similar to those recorded in 2022. 

 

 

 

Scores in 2024 were slightly lower than peaks recorded in 2023, but remained similar to those 

recorded in 2022. The overall quality of the update in 2024 was 4.35/5, compared to a rating of 4.36 

in 2022 to 4.47 in 2023. 

 

Most participants who filled in evaluation surveys heard about the PNG Update through UPNG 

students or staff. Publicity through presenters themselves and advertising through PNG’s national 
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newspapers were notably influential this year, while previous exposure to the conference and Devpol 

channels remained important sources of publicity.  

 

 

In terms of attendees, students made up the vast largest proportion of participants. Academics were 

also well represented, and the number of public servants who attended appears to have increased 

relative to 2023 (32 in 2024 vs 23 in 2023). The number of attendees from NGOs, private sector and 

diplomatic corps also rose compared to last year, with the number of interested members of the public 

who attended remaining stable. 
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Similarly to the results from the 2022 and 2023 PNG Update evaluations, most participants who filled 

in evaluation forms had not previously attended a PNG Update. One reason for this could be previous 

attendees being predominantly undergraduate students, who may now have graduated and are no 

longer attending the conference. The number of participants who attended previous iterations of the 

conference over the last decade was however higher in 2024 than in previous years, showing there is 

consistent interest over the years. Attendee nationality was predominantly Papua New Guinean, with 

a few other nationalities represented in the evaluation forms. 

 

 

 

 

 

A range of different elements in the conference were noted as highlights by conference attendees. 

The keynote address given by East Sepik Governor Allan Bird was the most popular conference 

highlight, followed by the keynote panel on PNG’s mid-term economic outlook (particularly the 
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presentations by the IMF Resident Representative and Bank of PNG Deputy Governor). Attendees 

noted the informative and high-quality nature of the research presented this year both in general and 

especially around economics, politics, banking and finance and issues of gender, family and sexual 

violence. Attendees also found the keynote panel on geopolitics useful, and noted the value of Prime 

Minister James Marape’s address. 

 

  

 

Many improvements to the conference were suggested. The most frequently discussed issues were 

more time for presentations and the PA system (both audio and visual). Attendees also noted that 

there was a lack of space in key venues and that there were long lines to access catering at lunch 

times. More parallel sessions in 2024 had three papers rather than four, suggesting there is not much 

scope to further increase the time available to presenters. However, audio and lighting issues and 

adherence to the schedule could certainly be improved upon at the 2025 PNG Update. Participants 

also suggested that the conference run for a longer period (which is not currently viable given resource 

constraints), and more detailed presentations should be given by presenters. The quality issue could 

be addressed by further tightening of selection criteria for the inclusion of presentations. Participants 

further requested more time for questions and better time management by presenters and chairs, as 

well as better catering. Suggestions were broadly similar to those made at the 2023 PNG Update. 
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Concluding remarks 

 

As outlined above, the PNG Update continues to be the most important and well attended 

conference in the country. Participant evaluations were overwhelmingly positive, but there remain a 

few areas for improvement, notably around audio and lighting issues and catering. Bringing the 

share of Papua New Guinean presenters back up should also be a priority for 2025. In sum, the PNG 

Update continues to be a success, and we look forward improving upon it in 2025.  
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Photos 
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Annex 2: 2024 ANU-UPNG Economics Exam Report 
Alyssa Leng 

15 August 2024 

 Introduction  
 

This note reports on results from the latest ANU-UPNG economics exam, held on 25 July 2024. 

The ANU has run an annual exam in economics at UPNG since 2013. Student participation in this exam 

is voluntary. Students who sit the exam are almost exclusively third or fourth year economics majors. 

The purpose of the annual economics exam is threefold: 

1. assist with the ranking and selection of candidates for the annual ANU-UPNG Scholarship in 

Economics under the partnership program; 

2. provide an objective measure of the ability of a student cohort in a given year; and 

3. provide a measure of the effect of ANU’s partnership with UPNG on student performance over 

time: since 2015, ANU lecturers have been teaching economics at UPNG. 

The exams test basic math, microeconomics, and macroeconomics. As of 2014, the exams have been 

designed to be comparable over time by retaining this structure of ‘math, micro, macro’ questions. The 

standard is roughly comparable to what would be expected of second year students at the ANU. 

This year’s exam shows a significant turnaround in performance on the part of the UPNG SBPP 

students, after results worsened in 2022 and 2023. This year’s improved results reflect the continued 

efforts of UPNG SBPP lecturers to ensure that students are familiar with key economic concepts and 

calculations. 

Comparisons to previous years 

Participation 

This year 62 students took the exam, comprising 28 fourth year students and 34 third year students. 

This is the highest level of attendance recorded for the exam since it began, and is an increase on the 

previous record set in 2023.  

 

Figure 1: 3rd and 4th year exam participant numbers, 2013–2024 
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Scores 

Fourth year scores remain the key metric of comparison over time, as third year students did not always 

participate. Apart from 2022 and 2023, scores have generally improved over time. Scores in 2024 

bounced back from recent years’ low scores, and appear to have returned to the long term trend. 

This year, the average score for fourth year students was 73 out of 100. This is the highest average score 

recorded since the exam began, and more than double the average recorded in 2023 (33 out of 100). 

The median score for fourth year students was 76 out of 100, which marks the highest median score 

since the exam began and is also more than double the median recorded in 2023 (36 out of 100). 

 

Figure 2: 4th year student average and median grade out of 100, 2013–2024 

  

The failure rate in the ANU exam had declined significantly over the life of the scaled-up ANU-UPNG 

Partnership, with the exception of major increases in 2022 and 2023 (Figure 3). This year’s results have 

now returned to levels similar to 2021 (when the failure rate reached its lowest point of 9%); the failure 

rate in 2024 was the second lowest recorded since the exam began. 
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Figure 3: Failure rate for 3rd and 4th year candidates, 2013–2024 

 

 

Looking at the overall distribution of scores in 2024, 8 out of 62 students (13% of students) scored 90 

percent or above; 24 students (39%) scored 80 percent or above in the exam. This is a significant 

improvement from 2023, where only 9 students out of the total 55 candidates passed the exam (i.e. 

achieved a score of 50 percent or above). The range of scores in 2024 was between 36 and 98 out of 

100, compared to 8 – 68 in 2023, 16 – 68 in 2022 and 32 – 100 in 2021. Overall, grades have increased 

across the distribution this year (Figures 4 and 5). 

Figure 4: Distribution of 3rd and 4th year candidate scores out of 100, 2013–2024 

 

 

Figure 5: Distribution of 3rd and 4th year candidate scores box and whisker plot, 2013–2024 
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Figure 6 and Table 1 show average and median ANU exam grades from 2013-2023 for both 3rd and 4th 

year students. In 2024, fourth year students slightly outperformed third years, but by a nearly 

indistinguishable margin. Average and median scores this year were the highest that have been 

recorded, for both third and fourth year students. 

Figure 6: 3rd and 4th year exam average scores out of 100, 2013–2024 
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Average Median 

3rd year students 72.7% 74.0% 

4th year students 72.9% 76.0% 

 

Finally, Figure 5 shows the scores of all students who sat the exam in both 2023 and 2024. Fourth 

year students improved their scores in 2024 relative to their previous attempt as third-year students in 

2023 by 40 percentage points on average. This comparison is made possible as the exam questions are 

written to be comparable over time, and student names are tracked and can be linked over time. 

Figure 5: Scores over time for students who sat the exam in both 2023 and 2024 

 

 

Scores split by exam section 

The exam is split in to three sections, maths, microeconomics and macroeconomics. This year, students 

achieved the highest scores in the maths section (80% on average across 3rd and 4th year students). 

Scores in the microeconomics section were marginally lower, with the lowest scores recorded in the 

macroeconomics section.  

 

 

 

Figure 6: Average scores by exam section, 3rd and 4th years combined, 2024 
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Table 2 shows how students in their third and fourth years respectively performed on average across 

different sections of the exam. The highest and lowest scoring sections for each year group (on average) 

are labelled green and red respectively. Performance by both third and fourth year students was best in 

the maths section, and worst in the macroeconomics section. Notably, the third year students performed 

significantly worse on average in macroeconomics than fourth year students, while scores in the other 

economic sections were relatively close across cohorts. 

Table 2: Average scores by exam section and year group, 2024 

 
Maths Micro Macro 

3rd year students 82.1% 77.4% 59.3% 

4th year students 76.9% 74.0% 70.4% 

 

Table 3 shows the sections in which third and fourth year students combined scored highest (green) and 

lowest (red) in any given year since 2017. Over the last seven years, students have mostly performed 

best in maths and worst in microeconomics – however, performance in macroeconomics has in the last 

two years been the lowest of all sections on average.  

Performance in both microeconomics and macroeconomics improved between 2018-2021, fell in 2022 

and 2023, but in 2024 increased to become the highest scores recorded on average throughout the history 

of the exam. Performance in maths has been mixed over time, but also peaked in 2024.  

 

 

 

Table 3: Average scores in separate exam sections, 3rd and 4th years combined, 20172–2024 
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2017 72% 74% 54% 

2018 65% 43% 51% 

2019 58% 40% 57% 

2020 58% 61% 61% 

2021 67% 63% 69% 

2022 48% 30% 44% 

2023 49% 33% 28% 

2024 80% 76% 65% 

Conclusion 
The 2024 results show a major turnaround in student performance from the declines in 2022 and 2023, 

and show a welcome return to the upward trend of previous years. Scores improved over all sections of 

the exam this year and indeed exceeded highs set in the previous seven years. The failure rate of students 

decreased dramatically, and the number of students achieving scores of close to 100 percent increased 

significantly. The number of students sitting the exam also rose, making the exam more representative. 

This improvement in results reflects the hard work and effort of UPNG SBPP lecturers in preparing the 

students for the exam and the provision of greater incentives to students to prepare for and do their best 

in the exam.  

First, booklets of past exam papers were provided to lecturers and students in semester 1 of 2024 to 

allow students to revise for the exam in advance. Using these resources, UPNG SBPP lecturers 

conducted several revision classes with students based on past exam papers in semester 2 just prior to 

students sitting the exam in 2024. 

Second, a number of incentives were provided for students to sit the exam and give their best effort to 

it. Cash prizes were awarded to the three highest-scoring students in the 3rd and 4th years respectively. 

These were to the value of K300 for the highest mark, K200 for the second highest mark, and K100 for 

the third highest mark. Additionally, UPNG SBPP staff decided to provide reference letters to support 

job applications only to students who attended all revision classes and sat the exam. A certificate of 

participation will also be awarded to students who attended all revision classes and sat the exam. 

We will continue to administer the exam annually given its value as an evaluation tool. As has been 

demonstrated in recent years, the exam usefully identifies when students begin to struggle, and provides 

a metric by which to see if changes made to teaching and other incentives can help improve students’ 

performance.    


