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Pacific Islander communities in Australia & employment 

Preliminary Data Analysis 

June 2020 

The following preliminary analysis of Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Census of Population 

and Housing data (Census) 2016, provides results for an estimated ‘Pacific Islander 

communities’ population in Australia (see below) alongside a selection of demographic and 

employment indicators. 

Estimated Population 

The ‘Pacific Islander communities’ population of interest has been constructed using the 

following 2016 Census indicators: 

• Base population: Country of Birth of Person – countries within the regions of Melanesia, 

Micronesia, or Polynesia (excludes Hawaii). 

• Adding: Country of Birth of Person – Australia and New Zealand with multi-ancestry 

response as Melanesian, Micronesian, or Polynesian. 

• Removing: Country of Birth of Person as Papua New Guinea if ancestry response is 

Australian Peoples – to account for children born to Australian citizens residing in 

Papua New Guinea prior to, and after, its independence in 1975. 

Using ABS Census TableBuilder, individual datasets were created by constructing the 

population of interest and cross tabulating with responses to the selected variables.    

Please refer to the table at the end of this report for an explanation of indicators based on 

Census 2016 definitions. 
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Table 1: Population structure of Pacific Islander communities, by age group & sex 

Age group Male Female 

0-4 11,343 10,733 

5-9 11,731 11,312 

10-14 11,069 10,471 

15-19 10,975 10,769 

20-24 10,678 10,489 

25-29 10,430 10,616 

30-34 10,233 10,596 

35-39 9,792 10,630 

40-44 9,466 10,228 

45-49 8,984 9,960 

50-54 7,848 8,756 

55-59 6,261 7,157 

60-64 4,587 5,322 

65-69 2,944 3,492 

70-74 1,684 2,136 

75-79 1,208 1,522 

80-84 582 808 

85-89 249 435 

90-94 93 156 

95-99 9 39 

100 + 0 3 

Total 130,166 135,630 

 

Figure 1: Population structure of Pacific Islander communities, by age group & sex 
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Table 2: Pacific Island-born, Year of Arrival (ranges) in Australia 

Year of Arrival in Australia (ranges) Total 

1900-1945 504 

1946-1955 692 

1956-1965 2,625 

1966-1975 8,612 

1976-1985 14,961 

1986-1995 30,656 

1996-2005 30,139 

2006-2015 35,770 

2016 to 9 August 2,099 

Total 126,058 

 
 
Figure 2: Pacific Island-born, Year of Arrival (ranges) in Australia (%) 

 
 

Table 3: Pacific Islander communities, Place of Usual Residence one year ago and five 
years ago, aged 15+ 

Usual Address Indicator One year ago Five years ago 

Same as in 2016 154,471 95,263 

Elsewhere in Australia 33,130 75,155 

Overseas 5,164 24,359 

Not stated 6,754 4,700 

Total 199,519 199,477 
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Figure 3: Pacific Islander communities, Place of Usual Residence one year ago and five 
years ago, aged 15+ (%) 

 

Table 4: Pacific Islander communities, Labour Force Status, aged 15+, by sex 

Labour force status Male Female 

Employed, full-time 49,920 33,167 

Employed, part-time 12,373 20,986 

Employed, away from work 3,536 3,594 

Unemployed, looking for full-time work 4,653 4,004 

Unemployed, looking for part-time work 1,926 3,506 

Not in the labour force 22,524 36,754 

Total 94,932 102,011 

Figure 4: Pacific Islander communities, Labour Force Status, aged 15+, by sex (%)  
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Table 5: Pacific Islander communities, Industry of Employment, aged 15+, by sex 

Industry of Employment Male Female 

Accommodation & Food Services 3,020 4,707 

Administrative & Support Services 2,399 2,963 

Agriculture, Forestry & Fishing 821 440 

Arts & Recreation Services 966 655 

Construction 9,015 927 

Education & Training 2,352 5,177 

Electricity, Gas, Water & Waste Services 964 327 

Financial & Insurance Services 1,985 3,556 

Health Care & Social Assistance 3,348 15,125 

Information Media & Telecommunications 1,126 761 

Manufacturing 9,025 3,885 

Mining 1,529 278 

Other Services 2,373 1,484 

Professional, Scientific & Technical Services 3,187 2,712 

Public Administration & Safety 4,270 3,710 

Rental, Hiring & Real Estate Services 962 769 

Retail Trade 4,879 5,692 

Transport, Postal & Warehousing 8,045 2,863 

Wholesale Trade 2,858 1,494 

Total 63,124 57,525 

 

Figure 5: Pacific Islander communities, Industry of Employment, aged 15+, males (%) 
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Figure 6: Pacific Islander communities, Industry of Employment, aged 15+, females (%) 

 

Table 6: Pacific Islander communities, Public/Private Sector employment,  
aged 15+, by sex 

Public/Private Sector Male Female 

Private sector 58,748 47,950 

Not applicable 30,357 45,558 

State/Territory Government 3,307 6,301 

National Government 1,704 1,946 

Local Government 681 545 

Total  94,797 102,300 

 

Figure 7: Pacific Islander communities, Public/Private Sector employment,  
aged 15+, by sex (%)  
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Table 7: Pacific Islander communities, Occupation, aged 15+, by sex 

Occupation Male Female 

Managers 5,848 3,946 

Professionals 8,302 11,122 

Technicians & Trades Workers 11,128 1,719 

Community & Personal Service Workers 4,774 11,112 

Clerical & Administrative Workers 4,456 12,929 

Sales Workers 2,896 5,625 

Machinery Operators & Drivers 14,753 2,792 

Labourers 12,213 7,230 

Total 64,370 56,475 

 

Figure 8: Pacific Islander communities, Occupation, aged 15+, by sex (%) 
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Table 8: Pacific Islander communities, Total Personal Income weekly (equivalent 
annual), aged 15+, by sex 

Personal Income weekly (annual) Male Female 

Negative income 781 6,899 

Nil income 7,167 11,980 

$1-$149 ($1-$7,799) 2,571 3,853 

$150-$299 ($7,800-$15,599) 5,400 9,291 

$300-$399 ($15,600-$20,799) 8,254 9,659 

$400-$499 ($20,800-$25,999) 5,145 6,700 

$500-$649 ($26,000-$33,799) 4,506 7,469 

$650-$799 ($33,800-$41,599) 6,232 8,428 

$800-$999 ($41,600-$51,999) 7,488 7,303 

$1,000-$1,249 ($52,000-$64,999) 13,788 8,040 

$1,250-$1,499 ($65,000-$77,999) 7,506 5,628 

$1,500-$1,749 ($78,000-$90,999) 6,116 6,207 

$1,750-$1,999 ($91,000-$103,999) 6,774 5,568 

$2,000-$2,999 ($104,000-$155,999) 6,603 3,289 

$3,000 or more ($156,000 or more) 2,995 1,287 

Total 91,326 101,601 

 

Figure 9: Pacific Islander communities, Total Personal Income weekly (equivalent 
annual), aged 15+, by sex (%) 
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Table 9: Pacific Islander communities, Hours of Work (ranges), aged 15+, by sex 

Hours of Work (ranges) Male Female 

None 1,343 1,953 

1-15 hours 3,957 6,323 

16-24 hours 3,121 6,042 

25-34 hours 5,266 8,631 

35-39 hours 16,924 15,202 

40 hours 16,354 10,371 

41-48 hours 6,731 3,099 

49 hours and over 9,889 4,486 

Total 63,585 56,107 

 

Figure 10: Pacific Islander communities, Hours of Work (ranges), aged 15+, by sex (%) 

   

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

None 1-15 hours 16-24 hours 25-34 hours 35-39 hours 40 hours 41-48 hours 49 hours and
over

Male Female



Development Policy Centre – Pacific Islander communities in Australia & employment. June 2020. 

 

10 

Table 10: Pacific Islander communities, Highest Educational Attainment Level,  
aged 15+, by sex 

Highest Educational Attainment Level Male Female 

Postgraduate Degree 2,742 2,483 

Graduate Diploma & Graduate Certificate 1,041 1,825 

Bachelor’s degree 9,133 12,155 

Advanced Diploma and Diploma 7,774 12,559 

Certificate III & IV 17,544 12,620 

Secondary Years 10 & above 42,562 44,162 

Certificate I & II Level 70 81 

Secondary Years 9 & below 5,970 6,377 

Total 86,836 92,262 

 

Figure 11: Pacific Islander communities, Highest Educational Attainment Level,  
aged 15+, by sex (%) 
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Census 2016 Indicator definitions 

Indicator Census 2016 definition 

Country of Birth of Person Indicates in which country a person was born and is coded using the 
Standard Australian Classification of Countries (SACC), 2016 

Highest Educational 
Attainment Level 

Combines Non-School Qualification: Level of Education (QALLP) and 
Highest Year of School Completed (HSCP) to produce a single 
measure of a person's overall level of educational attainment, whether 
it be a school or non-school qualification. 

Hours of Work (ranges) Indicates the number of hours worked in ranges by the employed 
person in all jobs during the week prior to Census night. 

Industry of Employment Coded using the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial 
Classification (ANZSIC), 2006 (Revision 2.0) (cat. no. 1292.0).  

Labour Force Status Records a person's labour force status for the week prior to Census 
night. 

Ancestry Multi Response Ancestry is coded using the Australian Standard Classification of 
Cultural and Ethnic Groups (ASCCEG), 2016 (cat. no. 1249.0). 
Respondents are asked to report up to two ancestries in their 
response to the question on ancestry. Responses are not ranked. The 
two ancestry variables (ANC1P and ANC2P) are combined into one 
variable Ancestry Multi Response. 

Occupation Assigned to a response is based on the occupation title and tasks of 
the main job held during the week prior to Census night. Coded using 
the Australian and New Zealand Standard Classification of 
Occupations, 2013, Version 1.2 (cat. no. 1220.0) (ANZSCO).  

Place of Usual Residence Records a person's place of usual residence on Census night based 
on Australian Statistical Geography Standard Statistical Area Level 1.  

Public/Private Sector The employer's business name and the workplace address of the 
employed person is used to classify employed persons into the public 
or private sector and broken down into national, state/territory or local 
government. 

Total Personal Income 
weekly (equivalent 
annual) 

Indicates the total income that the person usually receives each week. 
Equivalent annual amounts appear in brackets. 

Year of Arrival in Australia 
(ranges) 

For people born overseas, states the year they first arrived in 
Australia, with the intention of staying for at least one year. 

Not Applicable Not applicable, where the question does not apply to the person and 
so no response is required (for example, Year of Arrival in Australia is 
not applicable for people born in Australia). 

 

 
 
Contact: 
Beth Orton 
Research Officer, Pacific Labour Mobility 
Development Policy Centre 
elizabeth.orton@anu.edu.au 
Development Policy Centre 

https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/1269.0
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/2901.0Chapter8202016
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/Lookup/2901.0Chapter5202016
https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/1292.0Main+Features12006%20(Revision%202.0)?OpenDocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/1292.0Main+Features12006%20(Revision%202.0)?OpenDocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/1249.0
https://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/1249.0
https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/1220.0Main+Features12013,%20Version%201.2?OpenDocument
https://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/Lookup/1220.0Main+Features12013,%20Version%201.2?OpenDocument

