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used by temporary migrants?
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What We Do—Three Steps

Conduct a market audit
of actual remittance costs

Combine this new audit data with the Pacific Labour Mobility
Survey

Conduct a simple simulation to understand the magnitude of the
savings
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What We Find—A Preview of Four Results

Low cost options exist, and there are enormous cost differences
(over 20 p.p.) between high and low cost RSPs

Workers and households tend to face a higher remittance cost
than they need to due to their own choices

Digitisation appears feasible and widespread

Potential gains are large: 2.4% of all remittances
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Background



Why remittance costs?

> > >

reduce remittance costs to less than
3%,

about 20% of all global ODA



Pacific remittance costs



But measurement matters, a lot



Tongan remittance market

Tonga has a mature market amongst PICs,

Despite low cost options existing, realised costs remain high.



Data



New market audit data

Monitored and manually collected two regional
remittance cost comparisons platforms

Pilot phase:

Final data collection phase:

coverage timing of updates.



Pacific Labour Mobility Survey, Wave 1

New household and worker survey

Tonga household survey in person

Worker survey conducted by phone,



Results
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