PACIFIC REMITTANCES: CHANNELS, COSTS,
AND THE GAINS FROM SWITCHING

Hiroshi Maeda, Ryan Edwards, and Daniel Suryadarma
ANU and ADBI

1 March 2024, ANU-UPNG Seminar



THREE QUESTIONS

1. What are the main RSPs and transfer methods available to and
used by temporary migrants?
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3. How large are the gains from switching to the cheapest RSPs?
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WHAT WE FIND—A PREVIEW OF FOUR RESULTS

0 Low cost options exist, and there are enormous cost differences
(over 20 p.p.) between high and low cost RSPs
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BACKGROUND



WHY REMITTANCE COSTS?
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PACIFIC REMITTANCE COSTS
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BUT MEASUREMENT MATTERS, A LOT
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TONGAN REMITTANCE MARKET

| Tonga has a mature market amongst PICs, 0000 0000 00 0000
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NEW MARKET AUDIT DATA
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PACIFIC LABOUR MOBILITY SURVEY, WAVE 1

New household and worker survey 00000100 00000 00000000
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RESULTS
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