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OUR PAST
Our history reminds us of a remarkable journey that began 50 years ago, on 16th September 1975, when Papua New Guinea became an independent, sovereign nation. A land of over 840 languages, countless tribes, ethnicities, and unique cultures, yet united under one flag, one people, and one nation. From the Highlands to the coast, we are united Papua New Guinea.
Despite our diversity, a new nation was born, guided and mentored by a great and wise man: a visionary leader, the Sana, a teacher, a broadcaster, and a rare leader among many leaders - the late Grand Chief Sir Michael Thomas Somare. Today, we honour and celebrate this Independence Day in his memory. His vision and leadership continue to echo across the generations.
Papua New Guinea was granted Independence without war or bloodshed, a peaceful transition from colonial rule by Australia. However, independence was not without its challenges. It came with responsibility, sacrifice, and the need for true leadership from every citizen and leader.

OUR PRESENT
As we celebrate 50 years of nationhood, many of us reflect deeply: What are we truly celebrating today? Are we rejoicing in our leaders? Their actions? Their fulfilment of roles defined in our national constitution?
In answering these questions, I speak not only from a national viewpoint but also from a local heart - the district of Wosera-Gawi in East Sepik Province. Today, I take this moment to honour and pay homage to our leaders - those who have served selflessly and with great commitment at all levels.

Leaders of East Sepik Province - Past & Present
We acknowledge the guidance of past Premiers:
· Hon. Cherubim Dambui (1976 - 1983)
· Hon. Jonathan Sengi (1983- 1987)
· Hon. Bruce Samban (1987-1991)
· Hon. Alex Anisi (1993-1995)
And the dedication of our Governors:
· Hon. Sir Michael Thomas Somare (1995-1999, 2012-2017)
· Hon. Arthur Somare (1999-2003)
· Hon. Henry Ariro (2003-2005)
· Hon. Peter Waranaka (2005-2012)
· Hon. Allan Bird (2017-Present)

Leaders of Wosera-Gawi - Members of Parliament
We salute the leadership of our Wosera-Gawi representatives in the National Parliament:
· Hon. John Matik (1972)
· Hon. Mathias Yambubei (1977)
· Hon. Paul Wanjik (1982, 1992, 1997)
· Hon. Galus Kipandu Yambui (1997, 2002)
· Hon. Ronald Asik (2007)
· Hon. Joseph Jerry Yopyyopy (2012, 2017, 2022)
Local Level Leaders
Equally important are our Provincial Members, LLG Presidents, Village Councillors, and Ward Members who have tirelessly served on the ground:
· Gawi LLG: Mr. Jacob Minduwa, Mr. Joe Yanz and Mr. Leo Singut. 
· Burui-Kunai LLG: Mr. Abel Kuzo, Mr. Bart Vagi and Mr. Anton Kundi
· South Wosera LLG: Mr. Tony Paliak, Mr. David Fragili, Mr. Cletus Ipui, Leo Mining Mr. Andrew Manui, Mr. Simon Gura, Mr. Paul Kombuli, Mr. Gred Jamai. 
· North Wosera LLG: Mr. Patrick Kamban, Mr. Cletus Cox, Mr. Augustine Gamale, Mr. Jeffery Guban, Mr. James Walenge, Mr. Sailen Sipusipu, Mr. Isidor Kamblapi, Mr. Edward Swaiman and Mr. Hilary Ramina.
Their dedication has laid the foundation for progress in our communities.

REFLECTING ON OUR JOURNEY
The past 50 years have brought with them both challenges and growth. Every difficulty we’ve faced has shaped us, some experiences taught us hard lessons, others strengthened and matured us, while many prepared us for the future.
As we celebrate this Golden Jubilee, may it mark:
· A time of healing,
· A moment of restoration,
· And a vision for a prosperous future for our children, our communities, and our nation.
We appreciate the efforts of every leader - past and present - without bias or prejudice. Their contribution, regardless of scale, has brought us to this point.
This is not the time to argue over who did better or who failed. Our leaders are a reflection of those who elected them. Therefore, we must all share the responsibility of leadership, not just pass judgment. When leadership thrives, the people rejoice. When leadership falters, the people suffer.

NAVIGATING OUR FUTURE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Today, our nation stands at a crossroads, plagued by corruption, mismanagement and uncertainty. The system is bleeding and the people are crying out for reform. This is not the time for blame. It is time for unity, innovation, courage and working together.
To aspiring leaders and politicians:
The lessons of the past must guide us. We must forge a new path, make difficult and unpopular decisions and do things differently from before.
The late Grand Chief once said:
“The future of this country lies in the wombs of our young women. They will give birth to our engineers, accountants, lawyers, doctors, and nation-builders.”
Today, 50 years on, we have seen thousands of these professionals’ rise. But we must now ensure that they are given the platform to lead, to build, and to transform this nation.
Our future lies not just in policies, but in the people, our youth, our professionals, our teachers, and our mothers.

CONCLUSION
As we mark 50 years of Independence, may we not just celebrate, but also reflect and prepare. Let us be grateful for how far we've come, mindful of the work still to do, and committed to the future we must build together.
Let this Jubilee be a turning point, not just a milestone.
Let it be a rebirth of hope, not just a day of festivities.
Let it be a time to remember, a time to unite, and a time to act for the future of Wosera-Gawi, East Sepik and Papua New Guinea.
God bless Wosera-Gawi.
God bless East Sepik.
God bless Papua New Guinea.

Disclosure
The views in this article are those of the author and not necessarily those of his employer.
About the author/s
Francis Baindu Essacu
The author works as a Pro Vice Chancellor at Lutheran University of Papua New Guinea. He is an Associate Professor of the University and acting Dean of the Faculty of Research, Innovation and Entrepreneurship.

2

