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Foreign aid tops list for cuts ... but from what base?
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Foreign aid tops the list of areas that should have their funding cut, according to Australians who want to see
an end to government spending.

Some 45 per cent of those polled for the latest Essential Research report released this week believed the
government should reduce spending to lower the national debt. From those who supported reduced
spending, 76 per cent believed the foreign aid budget should be cut, placing it at the top of the list. Only arts
funding even came close in its unpopularity.

But most Australians greatly overestimate the spend on foreign aid. A 2011 Lowy Poll found that:
Australians dramatically overestimate how much money the Federal government spends on foreign aid, on
average guessing that 16% of the budget is spent on aid, when the actual amount is 1.3%.. almost a third
(31%) said that more than 20% or more of the budget goes to foreign aid.

A 50% cut to 16% would still leave an aid budget four times as big as the actual budget.
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