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This is the first in a series of posts analysing arrival and departure data in PNG. The analysis is based on
annual statistics released by PNG’s National Statistics Office (NSO), which compiles data on persons
entering or leaving PNG as recorded on arrival and departure cards in accordance with the requirements of
the Migration Act 1978. The Migration and Citizenship Division of the Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade administers these regulations. Excluded from the statistics are members of the armed forces of other
countries, with the exception of members of the Australian armed forces seconded for service with the PNG
Defence Force. Traditional and illegal border crossers between PNG and neighbouring countries (such as
Indonesia or Solomon Islands) and refugees do not fill out arrival and departure cards, and are therefore
excluded from the analysis.

PNG has witnessed a substantial increase in the number of international arrivals, especially since 2007 when
construction of the PNG LNG project began. Partly as a result of the resources boom, arrivals of workers
have increased greatly. In all but two years between 1996 and 2013 arrivals have outhnumbered departures,
resulting in a net population gain for PNG (see Figure 1). The largest gain was experienced in 2011 (34,806
persons), while the largest population loss was experienced in 1998 (-11,755 persons). The latest year for
which data was available, 2013, witnessed the largest number of arrivals (245,844) and departures
(225,128), resulting in a net gain of just over 20,000. In all years, male arrivals made up over 70% of total
arrivals. In 2013, 192,929 of the total 245,844 arrivals were male (78%), pointing to highly gender-
imbalanced population flows. There is also an age imbalance, with persons between 30 and 59 years
dominating population flows. The gender and age imbalance point to population flows being dominated by
men in working age groups being attracted to employment opportunities in PNG.

Figure 1: Total number of arrivals and departures in PNG, 1996 to 2013
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Port Moresby is by far the most important point of entry. Of the 245,844 arrivals in 2013, 235,616 arrived in
Port Moresby by air (96%).

Total arrivals figures consist of returning residents as well as visitors/temporary entrants, the latter being
foreign nationals. While it can be speculated that some PNG residents might have been inclined to return to
PNG to take advantage of its booming economy, the number of visitors and temporary entrants is more
telling of work and other opportunities for foreign nationals in the country. As Figure 2 shows, the number of
visitors/temporary entrants has grown rapidly in recent years. 2002 had the lowest number of total arrivals.
Since then, the number of visitors/temporary entrants has more than tripled -- from 53,762 to 168,212 in
2013 -- while the number of returning visitors has only doubled from 38,572 in 2002 to 77,362 in 2013.

Figure 2: Distribution of returning residents and visitors/temporary entrants among total arrivals

2/3


http://devpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/image8.png

300,000

250,000

200,000

150,000

100,000

50,000

© N N O 0D O A @ O 9O NN A YD
(e, R o} QQ Q NN NN
G U O L QI S g s

B Returning resident W Visitor / Temporary entrant

_Future posts will focus on the category of visitors and temporary entrants, and investigate characteristics
such as their countries of origin, age, occupation groups, reasons to visit, and length of stay.

Carmen Voigt-Graf is a Fellow at the Development Policy Centre, and a Senior Research Fellow at the
National Research Institute in Papua New Guinea.
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