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Tongaloses out on NZ tourism aid in plane row
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The New Zealand government is reportedly suspending millions of dollars in tourism aid to Tonga
after concerns about the safety of planes gifted to the country by China.

The safety record of the Xian MA60 has recently been in the spotlight after a number of incidents in
Indonesia and Myanmar.

"Until all of the safety certification has been undertaken to a high standard we've got things on hold, it's as
simple as that," New Zealand Foreign Minister Murray McCully told Islands Business.

Meanwhile, Tonga's opposition leader has said this week that the kingdom is too reliant on aid and
remittances, thereby sapping the country’s sense of initiative. He called for more democratic reform to
promote accountability. (Tonga’s Legislative Assembly is composed of a mix of representatives of the
people, and of Nobles.)
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http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-07-09/an-tonga-loses-nz-aid-over-use-of-suspect-chinese-aircraft/4809676
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/424613/chinas-ma60-planes-in-spotlight-after-safety-scares
http://www.islandsbusiness.com/news/new-zealand/1801/safety-warning-over-tongas-new-domestic-aircraft/
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